Tour  benefits  Lottie  Moon 

Vic  Bowman  (right),  former  Southern ’BMtist  missionary  to  Chile, 
describes  a  momento  from  his  work  in  that  South  American  country  to 
Rachei  Lombardo  (left)  and  Katie  Tull  (center),  who  attended  a  Tour  of 
Homes  sponsored  by  Crossgates  Churcn,  Brandon,  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Lottie  Moon  Offering  for  Foreign  Missions.  A  missionary  couple  greeted 
guests  at  each  of  three  homes  on  the  tour  and  described  their  duties  in 
the  country  in  which  they  served.  Foods  native  to  that  particular  country 
were  served,  and  tour  participants  were  treated  to  soioists,  orchestra 
music,  and  a  chiidren’s  violin  group.  The  missionary  hosts  were  Vic  and 
Martha  Bowman,  Chile;  Dan  and  Libby  Panter,  Belarus;  and  James  and 
Zelma  Foster,  Philippines.  Barry  Clingan  is  pastor  at  Crossgates. 


People  today  are  going;  going  to 
and  fro  —  our  society  is  a  moving 
society.  Jet-setting  to  Atlanta,  New 
Yoik,  Los  Angeles.  London,  Italy, 
France,  and  il  over  the  world; 
never  has  a  society  moved  so  fast! 
But  the  command  of  Jesus  our 
Lord  has  never  changed.  He  says, 
“Go  ye  into  all  the  world,  and 
preach  the  gospel  to  every  crea¬ 
ture.” 

Scripture  Taxi  has  been  ^ 
rolling  since  October  ’ 

1976.  The  idea 

originated  with 

medical  doctor  J|SOf|C||1 

Claude  Frazier 

while  in  Chicago 

for  a  medical  con- 

vention.  While  taking  a 

taxi  from  the  airport  to  his  ho?bl, 

Frazier  noticed  a  Bible  (xi  the  front 

seat  of  the  car.  He  recalls  that  the 

Holy  Spirit  impressed  upon  his 

heart  that  he  could  leave  the  Word 

of  God  in  the  back  seat  of  the  taxi 

as  well.  Thus  the  birth  of  Scripture 

Taxi  h^^ned  that  autumn  day. 

The  Lord  has  opened  up  many 
new  doors  of  qrportunity  for  Scrip- 


Association  pleas  for  Ukrainian  pastors 


Several  churches  in  Holmes  and 
Leflore  associations  have  agreed  to 
deliver  financial  help  to  pastors  in 
Ukraine. 

The  recommended  amount  is 
$50  per  month,  which  will  be  for¬ 
warded  through  the  Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board  to  the  Ukrainian  pas¬ 
tors. 


Jerald  Welch,  director  of  mis¬ 
sions,  said  these  gifts  are  a  mission 
project  for  the  associations.  Dick 
Stafford,  Greenwood  layman,  is 
spearheading  the  drive  to  assist  the 
pastors. 

Roger  D.  Briggs,  associate  area 
director  fw  Europe  at  the  Foreign 
Nhssion  Board,  wrote  that  now  is  a 


By  Joe  Louis 

hire  Taxi. 

Scripture  Taxi  is  currently  oper¬ 
ating  in  the  following  areas: 
Asheville  and  Charlotte,  N.G.; 
Kingsport  and  Johnson  Qty,  Term.; 
Atlanta,  Ga.;  Gate 


critical  time  in  the  history  of  Bj^ 
tist  work  in  the  Ukraine. 

The  goal  of  the  association  is  to 
monetary  help  at  least  25  pastors 
in  the  former  Soviet  Union.  If  your 
church  would  like  to  be  part  of  this 
vitally  important  effort,  contact  the 
Holmes  and  Leflore  associational 
office  at  (601)  453-9408. 


City, 

Va.;  Brooklyn  and  Poughkeepsie, 
N.Y.  It  is  in  the  preliminary  stages 
in:  Bristol,  Tenn./Va.;  Erwin,  FJiz- 
abethton,  and  Knox-ville,  Term.; 
Waynesville,  Canton,  and  Herxler- 
sonville,  N.C.;  and  Syracuse,  N.Y. 

The  cme  man  who  has  taken  on 
the  burden  of  this  ministry  is  Earl 
Berkhan  who  faithfully,  each 
Wednesday,  goes  to  the  Atlanta 
International  Airport  and  stocks  the 
taxis  with  tracts. 

Over  the  last  five  years  he  has 
placed  over  62,000  tracts  in  these 
vehicles!  One  of  the  greatest  testi¬ 
monies  came  from  Berkhan  sever¬ 
al  months  ago.  He  told  about  a  taxi 
cab  driver  who  was  ready  to  get  a 
divorce.  He  picked  up  a  tract  enti¬ 
tled  “Seven  Secrets  to  a  Success¬ 
ful  Marriage,”  which  he  and  his 


wife  read.  They  reconciled  first  to 
God  and  then  with  each  other,  and 
through  this  ministry,  the  devil 
was  not  allowed  to  destroy  their 
marriage! 

In  Charlotte,  N.C.,  a  suicidal 
woman  picked  up  a  tract  fitrni  a 
taxi  cab  and  b^ame  glorious- 
ly  saved!  She  called  her 
Christian  counselor 
;  and  told  her  that  she 

^>\  no  longer  wanted  to 

i  take  her  life  but  wanted 

to  “live  to  Jesus!” 

"  Many ’"other  testi- 
■'j^'  monies  have  been  given  by 
Frazier  about  this  ministry.  One 
is  when  a  would-be  robber  was 
about  to  rob  the  taxi  cab  driver. 
When  he  saw  the  Scriptures  there, 
he  decided  against  it.  God’s  Word 
is  indeed  a  deterrent  to  violence. 
America  needs  to  get  back  to  the 
Bible,  as  it  is  there  that  the 
answers  are  foutKl  for  the  woes  of 
our  country. 

Anyone  can  participate  in  this 
great  ministry!  You  don’t  have  to 
be  a  pastor  or  even  a  full-time 
Christian  worker.  All  you  h^ve  to 
be  is  a  Christian  who  wants  to  be 
obedient  to  the  Great  Commission. 
Anyone  can  do  this  ministry.  God 
just  needs  your  availability!  Help 
us  put  the  Great  Commission  on 
the  move! 

For  more  information,  contact 
Evangelist  Joe  Louis,  7  Singing 
Pines  Drive,  Candler,  NC  28715; 
Telephone  (704)  665-2027. 

Louis  is  an  evangelist  and  a 
member  of  Trinity  Church, 
Asheville,  N.C. 


The  complete  Bible  has  been  translated  into  only  337  of  the 
estimated  6,000  languages  spoken  throughout  the  world, 
according  to  United  Bible  Societies  (UBS).  The  good  news  is 
that  799  of  those  languages  have  a  complete  New  Testament, 
and  over  2,(X)0  languages  have  at  least  one  bodt  of  the  Bible, 
UBS  reports. 

1 

Bible  commentaries  are  being  printed  for  Lin*  pastors  by 
Bible  Literature  International.  More  than  7  millioa  Lisu  tribe 
members  live  in  China,  Thailand,  India,  and  Myanmar.The 
complete  Lisu  Bible  translation  was  introduced  in  1988. 

The  first  printing  of  the  Bible  in  contemporary  Gujerali  sold 
out  on  the  first  day  of  its  February  release  in  the  Indian  state 
of  Gujerat,  where  45  million  residents  speak  that  language. 
The  translation,  which  took  14  years  to  complete,  updates  an 
older  version  which  could  be  understood  only  by  a  dwindling 
number  of  elderly  people. 


The  Orthodox  Church  in  Romania  has  declared  itself  the 
national  church  of  that  country,  and  the  move  could  have 
serious  effects  on  other  denominations  trying  to  gain  a 
foothold  in  the  eastern  European  country.  Orthodox  Church 
leaders  voted  in  a  January  synod  meeting  to  change  their 
name  to  Orthodox  Qiurch  of  Romania-National  CTiurch,  and 
local  authorities  have  accorded  the  church  official  status 
even  though  the  name  has  no  special  significance  under  law. 
Josef  Tson,  president  of  a  Romanian  missionary  society,  said 
a  law  is  being  drafted  in  Parliament  that  would  grant  accredi¬ 
tation  to  15  denominations  already  established  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  the  Orthodox  Church’s  name  change  has  short-cir¬ 
cuited  that  process.  “The  (proposed)  law  says  the  denomina¬ 
tions  should  be  equal  before  the  law,  and  die  text  of  die  law 
does  not  give  prefereiKe  to  any  church.  We  expect  to  have 
some  unpleasant  surprises  in  the  future  that  will  come  out  of 
this  change,”  he  said. 


Mississippi  Bsptist  volunteers  are  being  recruited  to  staff 
strategically-positioned  evangelism  centers  at  the  tqicoming 
New  Orleans  World’s  Fair:  at  the  World’s  Fair  site,  the 
French  (Quarter,  and  40  camping  locations  around  the  city. 


20  years  ago 


Kosciusko  native  and  Mississippi  College  graduate  Morris 
Chapman  resigns  the  pastorate  of  Woodway  Church  in 
Waco,  Texas,  and  assumes  the  pastorate  of  3,000-member 
F^rst  Church  of  Albuquerque,  N.M. 


50  years  ago 


Mississqqh  Baptists  declare  March  26  “Tempenmce  Day” 
in  the  state  and  encourage  all  churches  to  take  up  a  free-will 
offering  that  day  to  help  fund  efforts  of  local  anti-saloon 
leagues  fighting  the  influx  of  liquor  from  outside  the  state. 
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A  positive  rolling  ministry  — 

Scripture  Taxi  takes  the  Word  to 
travelers  across  the  United  States 


Editor’s  Notebook=_o„ 

The  Mississippi-Southwestern 
Seminary  connection 


The  Southwestern  Biq>tist  The¬ 
ological  Seminaiy  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  came  into  existence  in 
1907  following  a  long  trail  of 
preparation. 

The  church  in  Washington, 
Texas,  in  1837  sent  a  request  to 
the  Triennial  Convention  (the  SBC 
did  not  organize  until  1845)  ask¬ 
ing  for  help.  S.G.  Jenkins  of  Mis¬ 
sissippi  was  the  courier.  Jesse 
Mercer,  editor  of  the  Georgia 
Christian  Index,  printed  the 
appeal.  Robert  Alexander,  a 
Methodist  missionary  in  Texas 
and  formerly  a  Natchez  pastor, 
also  delivered  a  request  to  Ashley 
Vaughn,  Baptist  pastor  in  Natchez 
and  editor  of  the  Southwestern 
Religious  Luminary.  He  pled  for 
a  missionary  to  be  sent  to  the 
Texas  territory. 

B.H.  Carroll  was  bom  in  1843 
near  Carrollton,  Miss.,  and  later 
moved  to  Texas.  In  1871  he 
became  pastor  of  the  Waco  Baptist 
Church  and  then  head  of  the  theo¬ 
logical  department^ of  Baylor  Uni¬ 
versity. 


In  1907  the  Texas  convention  dents  on  the  move.  Trustees  have 
authorized  the  separation  and  received  a  black  eye  over  this  and 
removal  of  the  semmary.  Missis-  other  than,  “We  don’t  have  to  give 
sippi  was  one  of  the  10  states  a  reason,”  or  “We  need  fresh  wind 
requested  to  appoint  trustees,  blowing  through  these  halls,”  and 
From  1908  to  1925  the  seminary  “Dilday  is  not  the  man  to  lead  us 
was  primarily  a  Texas  institution  into  the  21st  century,”  no  reason 
and  then  it  became  an  SBC  institu-  has  been  given, 
tion.  In  1914  Carroll,  prior  to  his  Unofficially,  the  Keith  Parks 
death,  sent  for  his  successor,  Lee  invitation  had  not  been  cancelled 
R.  Scarborough,  and  said,  “Lee,  earlier  by  Dilday.  Richard  Land, 
lash  the  seminary  to  the  heart  of  head  of  the  Christian  Life  Com- 
the  Savior.”  mission,  had  received  shabby 

Hundreds  of  Mississippians  treatment  on  campus  while  James 
have  been  graduated  there,  and  Dunn,  former  leader  in  the  Baptist 
thousands  have  benefited  from  the  Joint  Committee,  was  afforded 
ministry  of  this  school.  Some  of  royal  treatment.  The  trustees 
our  best  pastors  and  lay  leaders  would  greatly  enhance  their  posi- 
have  served  as  faculty  members  tion  if  their  official  reason  was 
and  trustees.  Graduates  serve  made  public, 
across  the  world  as  missionaries.  What  is  the  future  for  the  semi- 
The  value  of  the  school  to  the  .nary?  The  trustees  have  said, 
kingdom  is  incalculable.  Last  “nothing  will  change.”  Will  the 
week,  in  perhaps  a  first,  the  presi-  accreditation  be  affeaed?  Will  the 
dent  of  Southwestern  Seminary  faculty  continue  on  or  be  permit- 
was  fired.  ted  to  operate  in  academic  free- 


A  studenfs  view.,, 

A  sad  day  for  Southwestern 


It  is  rejoicing  time  with  Missis-  ment  a  salary  survey  and  place 
sippi  Baptists  over  the  selection  of  these  dedicated  teachers  on  a  scale 
Howell  Todd  as  president  of  Mis-  commensurate  with  other  colleges 
sissippi  College.  It  is  also  time  to  and  universities, 
recognize  two  groups  specifically.  ‘  Then  Harry  Vickery  and  the 

Rory  Lee  and  the  MC  faculty  board  of  trustees  should  likewise 
are  to  be  commended.  Damage  be  commended.  They  worked  long 
control  is  seldom  a  rewarding  unit,  hours  to  find  The  person  they 
Yet  this  group  leaned  toward  a  believe  is  God’s  man  for  presi- 
ppsitive  position  and  the  college  dent.  One  lay  trustee  said,  “I’ve 
has  actujilly  grown  during  a  time  never  felt  such  a  strong  leadership 
of  testing.  Regardless  of  personal  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  in  this  selec- 
feeling  they  continued  to  do  their  tion  proce.ss.” 
job  and  to  do  it  well.  “It  never  We  have  quality  men  and 
occurred  to  me  to  do  anything  women  .serving  as  trustees  on  all 
else,”  said  one  professor.  three  of  our  college  boards,  without 

This  is  not  to  imply  that  every  remuneration,  with  just  the  joy  of 
faculty  member  approves  of  all  serving  as  their  reward.  We  tharrk 
that  has  taken  place.  It  does  mean  God  for  churches  that  produced 
they  are  professionals  and  contin-  such  leaders  and  for  colleges  that 
ued  to  do  their  best.  Hopefully,  continue  to  produce  the  leaders 
Baptists  will  find  a  way  to  imple-  who  will  take  their  places.  —  GH 

Luther  Rice  names  president 

LITHONIA,  Ga.  (BP)  —  The  nary,  Fort  Worth,  Texas, 
board  of  regents  of  Luther  Rice  The  inauguration  ceremony 
Bible  College  and  Seminary  of  will  be  May  r3  at  Rehoboth 
Lithonia,  Ga.,  has  named  James  L.  Church,  Tucker,  Ga.,  in  conjunc- 
Flanagan,  45,  as  the  school’s  tion  with  the  seminary’s  gradua- 
fourth  president.  tion  ceremonies. 

Flanagan  joined  the  Luther  Flanagan  follows  James  Bryant. 
Rice  faculty  in  1982  and  has  been  who  had  been  president  two  years 
vice  president  for  academic  affairs  and  left  to  return  to  teaching;  and, 
since  1985  and  interim  president  earlier.  Gene  Williams,,  president 
since  April  1993.  He  is  a  graduate  for  10  years.  Luther  Rice  Bible 
of  Southern  Illinois  University  College  and  Seminary  was  found- 
and  has  studied  at  Liberty  Semi-  ed  in  1962  in  Jacksonville,  Fla.  It 
nary.  He  holds  the  master  of  remained  in  Florida  until  July 
divinity  and  a  Ph.D.  in  New  Tes-  1991,  when  it  was  relocated  to  the 
tament  from  Southwestern  Semi-  metro-Atlanta  area. 


(On  March  14,  The  Baptist 
Record  intervieM’ed  Robby  Jones  at 
the  Baptist  Building  regarding  his 
reaction  to  the  dismissal  of  South¬ 
western  Seminary  President  Rus¬ 
sell  Dilday.  Jones  is  a  fourth  year 
student  at  the  Fort  Worth  school. 
He  is  a  native  of  Jackson  and  a  for¬ 
mer  member  of  Woodx'ille  Heights 
Church. ) 
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River  Ministry  offers  awareness  of  Delta  region’s  heeds 


JACKSON  (BP)  —  Southern 
Baptists  must  be  willing  to  cross 
their  comfort  zones  if  they  are  to 
'successfully  minister  along  the 
Mississippi  River,  speakers  said 
during  a  conference  on  missions  in 
that  region. 

“It’s  nice  to  be  a  missionary  on 
the  mountains  of  Colorado  during 
ski  season,  but  it’s  not  fun  to  be  a 
missionary  in  the  Delta  during 
mosquito  sea-  - 

MISSISSI 

tive  director  of  mm  |  M  |  A 
the  Arkansas  1 1 1 1 II I 
State  Conven-  "*****1M 
tion. 

During  the 

meeting  on  the  - 

Mississippi 

River  Ministry,  A  southern  b 

March  11-12  at  - 

First  Church,  Jackson,  Moore  and 
others  challenged  Southern  Bsq)- 
tists  to  overcome  racism,  poor 
working  conditions,  and  other  bar¬ 
riers. 

More  than  200  Southern  Bap¬ 
tists  attended  the  conference, 
which  highlighted  the  problems, 
resources,  and  possible  solutions 
for  ministering  to  and  evangeliz¬ 
ing  residents  along  the  Delta 
region. 

More  than  125  counties  and 
parishes  from  Illinois  to  Louisiana 
have  been  targeted  for  ministry, 
particularly  to  the  poor.  A  1990 
federal  government  study  found 
what  many  describe  as  “Third- 
World”  living  conditions,  includ¬ 
ing: 

—  One-third  of  the  families 
live  in  substandard  or  dilapidated 
housing. 

—  Almost  half  of  the  adults 
have  not  graduated  from  high 
school. 

—  Fifteen  counties  and  parish- 

Among  the  conferences  held 
during  the  1994  Mississippi  River 
Ministry  Convocation  in  Jackson 
were  “(;hurch  Growth  and  Ministry 
in  the  Biack  Urban  Community”  led 
by  Chris  NcNairy  (right),  pastor  of 
Westhaven  Church  in  Memphis; 
and  “Crossing  Barriers/Cultures  to 
Do  Ministry”  led  by  Jimmy  Barren- 
tine  (beiow),  director  of  the 
Arkansas  Baptist  State  Conven¬ 
tion’s  Missions  Department.  (Php- 
tos  by  William  H.  Perkins  Jr.) 


MISSISSIPPI  RIVER 
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es  have  infant  mortality  rates 
worse  than  Chile  and  Cuba. 

Despite  such  daunting  statis¬ 
tics,  Moore  said  Christians  should 
not  be  satisfied  with  the  possible. 

“God’s  not  accustomed  to  ask¬ 
ing  us  to  do  what  we  can  do  in  our 
own  ability,”  he  said.  “I  believe 
God  is^ready  to  do  things  through 
Baptists  in  these  states  that  never 
have  been  done  before.” 
iw%»  Concentrated 

PI  RIlirR  efforts  in  the 

I  I  iilWbll  region  began  in 
I  MBS  August  1^2.  In 

I  If _ _  the  first  18 

aS#— months,  about 
1,000' volunteers 
have 

^^^^^^H|more  than  65 
{ministries,  said 

'TIST MINISTRY - ^Andrea  Ramage, 

- 'assistant  region¬ 
al  coordinator  for  the  project 

The  region’s  pove^  requires 
that  Christians  oner  ministries  that 
gain  credibility  with  the  hurting, 
said  Don  Anders,  director  of 
church  and  community  ministries 
with  the  Missouri  Btqitist  Conven¬ 
tion. 

“It’s  reaching  people  who 
maybe  ban’t  hear  the  gospel  until 
you  put  some  food  in  their  bel¬ 
lies,”  he  said.  “They  need  to  see 
God’s  love  made  tangible  before 
they  can  understand.” 

Southern  comedian  Jerry  Qow- 
er  said  be  has  seen  the  transform¬ 
ing  power  of  God.  “After  you  get 
folks  saved,  then  they  try  to  follow 
the  Lord.  They  give  up  some 
things  that’s  been  putting  them  in 
that  mess  in  the  first  place.” 

Clower  noted,  however.  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  still  must  overcome 
racism  and  class  distinctions  in 
their  own  congregations.  “The 
most  segregated  society  in  the 
world  is  Southern  Bs^tist  churches 


By  David  Winfrey 

on  Sunday,”  he  said.  “Some  of 
them  are  segregated  because  they 
don’t  come.  But  some  of  them  are 
segregated  because  they  won’t  let 
them  come.” 

Tommy  Goode,  regional  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  project,  agreed 
racism  remains  a  problem.  “It’s 
kept  us  out  of  some  communities,” 
he  said.  “The  white  community  is 
just  now  struggling  with  how  to  do 
ministry  with  the  black  communi¬ 
ty” 

Another  dilemma  is  convincing 
some  churches  of  the  need  for 


rainistnes  in  their  own  communi¬ 
ties,  said  Richard  Brogan,  coor¬ 
dinator  for  the  project  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board. 

“Missions  is  always  done  better 
outside  your  own  barriers,”  he 
said.  “You  give  yourself  permis¬ 
sion  to  see  it  there.” 

Chris  McNaiiy,  pastor  of  West- 
haven  Church  in  Memphis,  said 
the  Mississippi  River  Ministry 
effort  may  open  some  people’s 
eyes.  “Sometimes  it  may  take 
going  to  another  ministry  area  for 
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a  person  to  see  what’s  in  their  own 
backyard.” 

If  Southern  Baptists  see  the 
need  and  get  involved,  Anders  said 
the  potential  is  tremendous.  The 
denomination  comprises  more  than 
20%  of  the  region’s  population. 

“The  most  valuable  resource 
Baptists  have  is  our  people,” 
Anders  said.  “If  we  would  find  the 
key  to  mobilizing  our  people,  we 
could  turn  the  world  upside  down, 
just  like  Jesus  did.” 

Winfrey  writes  for  Home 
Mission  Board. 


liujttHt 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


Thursday,  March  24, 1994 


Published  Since  1877 


Accrediting  agency  rebukes 
Southwestern  for  firing 


PITTSBURGH,  Penn.  (ABP) 
—  A  national  accrediting  agency 
rebuked  trustees  of  Southwestern 
Seminary  March  17  for  abruptly 
firing  the  school’s  president. 

“We  view  with  utmost  serious¬ 
ness  the  dismissal  of  Russell  Dil- 
day,”  said  the  Association  of  The¬ 
ological  Schools  in  a  rare  letter  of 
censure.  “Such  precipitous  action 
on  the  part  of  any  bot^  of  trustees 
is  a  clear  violation  of  accepted 
governance  practices  and  places  in 
jeopardy  the  vitality  and  basic 
integrity  of  the  institution.” 

The  agency  called  on  trustees 
of  the  Fort  Worth,  Texas,  school 
to  reconsider  the  firing  but  did  not 
threaten  to  place  the  school  on 
probation. 

Southwestern’s  trustee  chair¬ 
man,  Ralph  Pulley,  said  the  semi¬ 
nary’s  relationship  with  ATS  is 
not  threatened.  “We  are  confident 
that  that  relationship  will  remain 
very  strong  when  they  receive  sig¬ 
nificant  information  about  the  situ¬ 
ation  from  us,”  Pulley  said. 

Trustees  did  not  cite  a  reason 
March  9  for  firing  Dilday,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  d.OOO-student  school 
since  1978.  They  later  said  “irrec¬ 
oncilable  differences”  produced 
the  impasse.  Trustees  who 
opposed  the  action,  however,  said 
it  was  strictly  political,  reflecting  a 
growing  rift  between  Dilday  and 
conservative  trustees  bent  on 
steering  a  new  course  for  the 
nation'^s  largest  seminary. 

ATS  Executive  Director  James 
Waits,  who  wrote  the  letter  of  cen¬ 
sure,  said  the  trustees’  March  9 
action  came  without  notice  and 
without  due  process. 

The  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  in  the  United  States  and 
Canada,  which  renewed  South- 
western’s  status  in  1990,  is  one  of 
two  agencies  that  accredits  the 
seminary.  The  other  is  the  Soutb- 
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em  Association  of  Colleges  and 
Schools.  - 

All  six  Southern  Baptist  semi¬ 
naries  are  accredited  by  ATS  and 
one  of  the  regional  non-theologi- 
cal  agencies.  Accreditation  is  ^e 
primary  way  schools  demonstrate 
adherence  to  high  academic  stan¬ 
dards.  It  also  is  a  crucial  factor  in 
soliciting  contributions  from  foun¬ 
dations  and  other  sources. 

Although  ATS  did  not  threaten 
Southwestern  with  probation 
March  17,  a  similar  episode  at 
Southeastern  Seminary  did  result 
in  probation  for  that  school. 

The  Southern  Association  of 
Colleges  and  Schools  placed 
Southeastern  on  probation  in 
Decetnber  1991  in  part  because  of 
the  administrative  disruption  that 
followed  the  sudden  resignation  of 
the  seminary’s  president  and  top 
administrators  in  1987. 

Randall  Lolley,  president  of 
Southeastern  at  the  time,  accused 
conservative  trustees  of  forcing 
the  school  to  hire  only  biblicsd 
inerrantists  to  the  faculty,  a  prac¬ 
tice  that  drew  the  scrutiny  of 
accreditors. 

The  Association  of  Theological 
Schools  followed  suit  by  placing 
Southeastern  on  two-year  proba¬ 
tion  in  1992.  SACS  lifted  its  pro¬ 
bation  last  December.  ATS  will 
reconsider  the  issue  in  June. 

Scotty  Gray,  executive  vice 
president  at  Southwestern,  said  the 
ATS  letter  did  not  surprise  him. 
“They  look  carefully  at  every 
aspect  of  governance  of  the  semi¬ 
nary,”  he  told  the  Fort  Worth 
Star-Telegram. 

Meanwhile,  Dilday’s  firing 
brought  more  fallout  fr^  around 
the  country: 

—  Two  Texas  foundations, 
which  have  channeled  $700,000  to 
$800,000  to  the  seminary  in  reqent 
years,  will  stop  those  contributions 


because  of  the  dismissal  of  Dilday. 
A  gift  of  $6-10  million  was  under 
consideration,  said  Kelley  Brown, 

t resident  of  the  Tom  and  Evelyn 
.inebery  Foundation  and  vice 
president  of  the  Scarborough 
Foundation  of  Midland.  Evelyn 
Linebery  is  the  niece  of  Lee  Scar¬ 
borough,  president  of  the  seminary 
from  1914  to  1945. 

—  The  Panhandle  Baptist 
Foundation,  which  has,  given 
almost  $370,000  to  suppon  semi¬ 
nary  projects  over  the  past  25 
years,  followed  through  on  a  com¬ 
mitment  of  $20,000  to  fund  stu¬ 
dent-led  evangelistic  teams  during 
the  seminary’s  spring  break.  But 
the  money  probably  won’t  be 
coming  next  year,  said  founder 
C.J.  Humphrey  of  Amarillo, 
Texas. 

“We  had  some  of  our  board 
members  that  did  not  want  to  give 
this  $20,000,  but  because  we  made 
a  commitment  and  students  were 
already  at  the.  churches,  we  felt  it 
was  not  a  Christian  thing  to  do,” 
said  Humphrey.  Instead,  diey  sent 
the  dieck  in  honor  of  Dilday. 

“Personally  for  me,  (the  firing) 
will  end  any  financial  involvement 
with  the  seminary,”  Ophelia 
Humphrey,  who  established  the 
foundation  with  her  husband,  said 
March  9. 

Last  October  Southwestern 
trustees  almost  withdrew  a  top 
award  for  the  Humphreys  when 
they  found  out  Ophelia  Humphrey 
is  a  leader  in  the  Cooperative  Bap¬ 
tist  Fellowship,  an  organization  of 
SBC  moderates.  The  B.H.  Carroll 
Award  was  scheduled  to  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Humphreys  immedi¬ 
ately  after  the  trustees’  meeting 
March  9,  but  the  observance  was 
cancelled  after  trustees  fired  Dil¬ 
day. 

—  Mississippi  pastor  Frank 
(See  SWBTS  on  page  8) 
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Speakers  challenge  WMU 


to  “Serve  in  Christ’s  Name” 


Presidents  address  Bible  Conf. 


By  William  H.  Perkins  Jr. 


Members  of  Mississippi’s 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  were 
called  to  “Serve  in  Christ’s  Name’’ 
by  witnessing,  praying,  and  doing 
missions  during  their  March  18-19 
annual  meeting.  Over  600  women 
and  guests  attended  the  gathering 
held  at  Broadmoor  Church,  Jack- 
son. 

In  a  Saturday  morning  business 
session,  WMU  members  elected 
officers  and  executive  board  mem¬ 
bers.  Officers  for  1994-1995  are 
president.  Sandra  Nash  of  CUnton; 
vice  president,  Betty  Dobbs  of 
Clinton;  and  .secretary,  Vivian 
Taylor  of  Clara. 

Throughout  the  two-day  meet¬ 
ing,  a  variety  of  speakers 
addre.ssed  WMU  members. 

Laura  Allen,  a  pastor’s  wife 
from  Centreville,  Ga.,  challenged 
the  women  to  seize  “divine 
appointments”  in  their  witnessing 
efforts,  saying,  “All  we  have  to 
do  is  to  be  in  tune  with  God  and 
willing  to  share. 

“God  did  not  call  us  to  win 
people  to  Christ  —  that  is  his  job,” 
she  declared.  “Rather  he  called  us 
to  wftness  to  them  and  show  forth 
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his  praises,”  referring  to  I  Peter 
2:9. 

Jennifer  Dean,  author  and 
founder  of  The  Praying  Life  Foun¬ 
dation,  encouraged  WMU  mem¬ 
bers  in  their  ministry  of  interces¬ 
sory  prayer  for  missions. 

“When  we  are  involved  in 
intercessory  prayer  for  missionar¬ 
ies,  we  are  there  with  them,”  she 
said.  “The  visible  work  on  the 
mission  field  is  because  Of  the 
invisible  force  of  prayer.” 

The  believer’s  service  in 
Christ’s  name  is  a  by-product  of 
his/her  spiritual  growth,  said 
Trudy  Johnson,  missions  involve¬ 
ment  specialist  at  WMU,  SBC. 

“Salvation  doesn’t  make  us  a 
Great  Commission  Christian,” 
Johnson  remarked.  “We  mature 
into  being  a  Great  Commission 
Christian  as  we  choose  Bible  study, 
prayer,  fellowship,  and  service.” 

Participants  also  heard  from 
Mississippians  who  serve  as  home 
and  foreign  missionaries.  Loretta 
Rivers  of  Union  shared  about  her 
work  at  the  Carver  Center  in  New 
Orleans.  Her  work  includes  min¬ 
istries  to  senior  adults  and  youths. 


along  with  crisis  intervention  pro¬ 
grams. 

Cynthia  Martin  of  Natchez 
serves  with  her  husband  Tom  in 
Santa  Cruz,  Bolivia.  Along  with 
caring  for  her  two  sons,  she  also 
teaches  seminary  classes  on  work¬ 
ing  with  children. 

Kaye  Wilson,  assistant  profes¬ 
sor  of  nursing  at  Mississippi  Col¬ 
lege,  reported  on  her  service  as  a 
short-term  volunteer  in  China.  She 
has  participated  in  three  projects 
to  China,  first  as  a  nurse,  then  as 
an  English  teacher. 

Earl  Hewitt  of  Jackson  told  the 
women  about  his  work  as  a  mis¬ 
sionary  doctor  in  Nalerigu,  Ghana. 
Hewitt  currently  works  with  the 
Mississippi  State  Board  of  Health. 
He  and  his  wife  Mona  expect  to 
'return  to  Ghana  this  fall. 

Other  speakers  for  the  annual 
meeting  included  June  Whitlow, 
associate  executive  direttor  of 
WMU,  SBC.  Whitlow  talked 
about  changes  in  the  WMU  cur¬ 
riculum  set  for  October  1995.  She' 
also  outlined  her  work  with  and 
the  ministry  of  Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowship. 


Southern  Baptists’  two  newest 
seminary  presidents  and  the  second 
vice  president  of  the  Mi.ssissippi 
Bapti.st  Convention  were  at  Bran¬ 
don’s  Park  Place  Church  March  17 
to  a^ress  the  Spring  Bible  Confer¬ 
ence  of  the  Conservative  Baptist 
Fellowship. 

Bobby  Williamson,  Park  Place 
pastor,  said  about  75  pastors  partic¬ 
ipated  in  the  afternoon  session,  and 
about  125  people  attended  the 
evening  session. 

A1  Mohler,  newly-appointed 
president  of  Southern  Seminary  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  was  introduced  in 
the  afternoon  session  by  John 
Allen,  pastor  of  First  Church,  Rich- 
ton,  and  a  Southern  Seminary  trus¬ 
tee  for  six  years. 

Mohler  .spoke  on  Romans  1,  in 
which  the  apostle  Paul  was 
attempting  to  reach  the  proud  citi¬ 
zens  of  Rome  with  the  gospel  mes¬ 
sage.  Mohler  compared  ancient 
Rome’s  status  as  the  world’s 
remaining  superpower,  with  its 
decadent  society,  to  the  modem 
culture  of  the  United  States. 

Mohler  pointed  out  th&t  much 
current  preaching  centers  around 
the  righteousness  of  the  human 
being  and  not  the  righteousness  of 
God. 

Referring  to  Jonathan  Edwards’ 
famous  1741  sermon.  “Sinners  in 
the  Hands  of  an  Angry  God,”  he 
said  today’s  preaching  has  turned 
into  “God  in  the  Hands  of  Angry 
Sinners.” 

Mohler  also  affirmed  Paul’s 
view  in  Romans  1  that  homosexu¬ 
ality  is  an  example  of  a  people 
whom  God  has  pven  over  to  them¬ 
selves,  imd  he  said  homosexuality 
is  the  “critical  dividing  point  of  the 
’90s.”  . 


Allen,  along  with  a  nun^ber  of 
Southern  Baptists  and  other  reli¬ 
gious  and  community  leaders,  is 
heading  up  the  highly-charged 
campaign  against  Camp  Sister 
Spirit,  a  lesbian  retreat  near  his 
hometown  in  south  Mississippi. 

“We  must  preach  the  ri^teous- 
ness  —  and  the  wrath  —  of  God,” 
Mohler  said. 

Paige  Patterson,  the  new  presi¬ 
dent  of  Southeastern  Seminary  in 
Wake  Forest,  N.C.,  missed  the 
afternoon  session  because  of  a  one- 
hour  airline  delay,  but  he  did 
address  the  evening  session  on  the 
need  for  reformation  in  the  United 
States  and  the  church. 

Patterson  said  such  reformation 
must  begin  “in  the  prayer  closet,  on 
bended  knee,”  and  he  pointed  to 
the  account  of  Gideon  in  the  Old 
Testament  book  of  Judges  as  an 
example  of  the  type  of  person  God 
selects  to  carry  out  his  work. 

“Reformation  always  begins 
with  the  poor  in  spirit,  not  the 
proud  in  spirit,”  he  said. 

Richard  Johnson,  pastor  of 
Parkview  Church  in  Greenville  and 
second  vice-president  of  the  Mis- 


Betty  Jo  Lewis,  wife  of 
Home  Mission  Board  Presi¬ 
dent  Larry  Lewis,  led  con¬ 
gregational  singing  (top) 
and  provided  special  music 
(right)  during  last  week¬ 
end’s  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  annual  meeting. 
Other  musicians  included 
the  Hands  of  Praise  Choir, 
Woodland  Hills  Church, 
Jackson  (bottom),  and 
Praise,  an  ensemble  from 
Broadmoor  Church,  Jack- 
son,  which  hosted  the 
event. 


sissippi  Baptist  Convention,  spoke 
at  the  afternoon  session  and  listed 
three  components  crucial  to  saving 
a  lost  world:  be  men  of  God,  seek 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  know  the 
Word  of  God. 

Williamson  also  addressed  the 
afternoon^  session,  urging  those 
present  to  restore  “passion  in  the 
pulpit.” 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  For¬ 
eign  Mission  Board  President 
Jerry  Rankin  has  denounced 
rumors  that  the  Southern  Baptist 
agency  will  distance  itself  from 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  if 
WMU  accepts  a  $100,000  gift 
from  the  Cooperative  Bi^itist  Fel¬ 
lowship. 

“We  are  still  partners  with 
them,”'  regardless  of  the  decision 
WMU  makes,  Rankin  said  in  a 
telephone  interview  with  Word  & 
Way,  Mis.souri  Baptists’  newsjour- 
nal.  “We  still  appreciate  all  that 
they  do  in  missions  education  and 
promotion  and  prayer  support. 

“It  would  be  unthinkable  for  us 
to  sever  that  relationship  regard¬ 
less  of  what  they  do,”  Rankin  con¬ 
tinued.  “We  are  very  dependent  on 
their  partneiship.” 

The  SBC  Executive  Committee 
approved  a  motion  at  its  February 
meeting  for  its  officers  and  staff  to 
study  the  impact  of  CBF  funds 
received  by  SBC  entities  and  rec¬ 
ommend  “the  acceptance  or  rejec¬ 
tion  of  said  funds^  at  the  Execu¬ 


tive  Committee’s  June  meeting 
just  prior  to  the  aiuiual  SBC  meet¬ 
ing  in  Orlando. 

In  the  weeks  since  the  Feb.  21- 
22  Executive  Committee  meeting, 
rumors  have  circulated  that  the 
FMB  would  c^  WMU  out  of  Lot¬ 
tie  Moon  Christmas  Offering  pro¬ 
motion  if  the  women’s  group 
accepted  the  CBF  pft. 

During  a  Missions  Education 
Council  meeting  held  in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  the  Executive  Committee 
meeting,  Rankin  expressed  con¬ 
cern  alwut  the  gift  and  suggested 
that  WMU  refuse  to  accept  it. 

“I  asked  them  to  consider  not 
accepting  the  funds  and  thereby 
send  an  unequivocal  message  to 
Southern  Baptists  of  their  commit¬ 
ment  to  the  Foreign  Mis^on 
Board  and  the  Home  Miswbn 
Board,”  Rankin  said. 

WMU  Executive  Director  Del- 
lanna  O’Brien  said  Rankin’s  com¬ 
ments  came  as  a  surprise  to  her 
since  the  FMB  accepts  money 
channeled  through  the  CBF.  Last 
year,  the  FMB  reported  receiving 


more  than  $1.6  million  through  the 
CBF. 

“Not  knowing  the  nature  of 
Jerry  Rankin’s  intent,”  she  said, 
“we  were  surprised  by  the  extent 
of  his  concern,  in  light  of  the  fact 
that  larger  gifts  have  been 
received  by  not  only  the  FMB  and 
the  HMB  but  other  agencies  of  the 
SBC.  Receiving  this  gift  would 
have  precedent  among  the  agen¬ 
cies  of  the  convention.” 

Rankin  said  he  “would  certain¬ 
ly  regret  if  reporting  on  the  WMU 
decision  picked  up  on  the  rumors” 
about  the  FMB  distancing  itself 
from  the  WMU.  “That  would  be 
almost  as  disastrous  as  if  we  did,” 
he  said.  People  would  believe  it 
and  that  would  be  another  disaster 
for  Southern  Baptists. 

'  “The  rumors  are  absolutely 
untrue,”  he  repeated.  “My  goal  is 
to  strengthen  the  relationsh^  with 
WMU.  I  would  do  nothing  to 
weaken  it” 

•  Bob  Terry,  Art  Toalston, 
Robert  O’Brien,  and  Susan 
Doyle  contributed  to  this  story. 


WMU  taking  vote  on  receipt 
of  $100,000  gift  from  CBF 


Mohler 
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Baptist  state  paper  editorials  criticize 
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Dilday  dismissad 


(ABP)  —  The  firing  of  South¬ 
western  Seminary  President  Rus¬ 
sell  Dilday  by  seminary  trustees 
brought"  a  stem  rebuke  in  the  edi¬ 
torial  pages  of  Southern  Baptist 
state  news  journals. 

Several  state  paper  editors 
devoted  their  editorial  in  the  first 
issue  to  go  to  press  after  the 
March  9  firing  to  criticism  of  both 
the  rationale  and  methods 
employed  by  trustees  to  oust  Dil¬ 
day,  president  since  1978. 

“If  the  world  still  pays  atten¬ 
tion  to  Southern  Baptists,  it  must 
scratch  its  head  in  wonder  about 
the  shabby  methods  employed  to 
dismiss  Dilday,”  Michael  Clin- 
genpeel  of  Virginia’s  Religious 
Herald  wrote  in  his  editorial  col¬ 
umn. 

Dilday’s  firing  was  carried 
out  by  “fundamentalists, 
not  conservatives,”  Clin- 
genpeel  said,  alluding  to  an  old 
semantic  debate  in  which  SBC 
leaders  resisted  the  “fundamental¬ 
ist”  designation  because  of  pejora¬ 
tive  connotations.  “Never  has  the 
difference  between  the  two  been 
more  obvious,”  he  said. 

But  the  impact  of  Dilday’s  fir¬ 
ing  transcends  the  moderate-con¬ 
servative  controversy,  he  said,  by 
further  undermining  already-erod¬ 
ing  denominational  loyalty.  “Will 
Dilday’s  firing  do  one  thing  to 
convince  an  increasingly  local- 
loyal  constituency  to  have  confi¬ 
dence  in  denominational  institu¬ 
tions?  The  real  danger  is  not  that 
more  people  will  send  their 
money  to  the  Cooperative  B^tist 
Fellowship  or  Truett  Seminary  at 
Baylor,  but  that  they  will  send  it 
nowhere  at  all,”  be  said. 

“The  conservative  political 


The  SAFE  Act  will  soon  go  to  a 
vote  in  the  U.S.  Senate  Commerce 
Committee. 

SAFE  is  the  acronym  for  Senate 
Bill  (S.)  674,  the  Sensible  Adver¬ 
tising  and  Family  Educa¬ 
tion  Act.  S.\FE  requires 
health  and  safety  warning 
messages  for  all  alcohol 
advertisements  on  radio 
and  television,  and  in 
newspapers,  magazines, 
andj)romotional  displays. 

The  warnings  are 
designed  to  offset  the 
often-misleading  and 
falsely-glamorous  ads  for 
which  the  alcohol  indus¬ 
try  is  so  well-known.  S. 

674  requires  seven  rotat¬ 
ing  messages,  and  print 
messages  must  include  a 
toll-fi-ee  telephone  num¬ 
ber  for  more  details  on 
alcohol  problems. 

The  National  Association  of 
Broadcasters  (NAB)  and  the  bever¬ 
age  alcohol  indust^  have  begun  a 
strong  lobbying  effort  to  defeat  S. 
674.  NAB  tried  to  get  the  chief 
sponsors.  Sen.  Strom  Thurmond 
(R-SC)  and  Sen.  Paul  Simon  (D- 


party  has  said  theology  has  been 
the  reason  for  taking  over  the 
SBC,”  wrote  Marv  Knox,  editor 
of  Kentucky’s  Western 
Recorder,  “but  it  could  not  find  a 
heretic  in  Dilday.” 

“On  the  night  before  he  was 
fired,  their  formal  inquiry  found 
no  fault  in  him.  They  lied  to  him, 
saying  they  knew  nothing  about 
plans  to  fire  him.  Meanwlule,  let¬ 
ters  to  students  and  faculty  had 
been  prepared,  a  public  relations 
consultant  had  been  acquired,  and 
new  locks  on  his  office  bad  been 
ordered. 

“The  conservative  political 
party  has  claimed  the  SBC  needed 
to  be  taken  over,  saved  from  liber¬ 
als,”  Knox  said.  “Thousands  of 
good,  earnest.  God-fearing,  Bible- 
loving  Southern  Baptists  con¬ 
tributed  to  this  cause  by  voting 
the  party  ticket.  Now  that  party  is 
in  such  control  of  the  SBC  that  its 
leaders  ‘don’t  need  a  reason’  for 
firing  a  respected  and  faithful 
seminary  president.  They  still 
don’t  have  any  heretics  to  show 
for  all  their  hunting  and  numerous 
indicators  of  denominational 
health  have  declined. 

“Is  it  because  party  bosses 
have  been  lying  to  Soutl^m  B^- 
tists,  just  like  ^y  lied  to  Russell 
DUday?” 

An  unsigned  editorial  in  the 
Alabama  Baptist  said  Dil¬ 
day’s  dismissal  “gives  crit¬ 
ics  of  Southern  Baptists  more 
ammunition  to  use  against  us.” 

Dilday’s  pledge  of  continuing 
support  for  Southwestern  and  the 
SBC  after  his  firing  was  “practic¬ 
ing  what  he  has  preached,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  convention  sermon  he 
preached  in  Kansas  City  in  1984 


By  Paul  G.  Jones  n 

IL),  to  exchange  S.  674  for  an 
“alcohol  education  campaign.” 

The  time  for  action  is  now.  The 
Christian  Action  Commission 
(CAC)  of  the  Mississippi  B2q>tist 


Convention  suggests  that  con¬ 
cerned  Christians  immediately 
contact  Sen.  Trent  Lott  (R-MS),  a 
key  member  of  the  Senate  Com¬ 
merce  Committee. 

—  Write  a  personal  letter  to 
Sen.  Lott  at  487  Russell  Sen¬ 
ate  Office  Building,  Washing- 


when  he  urged  Southern  Baptists 
to  take  the  ‘high  road’  and  warned 
against  taking  the  road  of  ‘forced 
uniformity’.” 

John  Loudat,  editor  of  the  Bap¬ 
tist  New  Mexican,  questioned 
the  trustees’  unwillingness  to 
state  their  grievances  with  Dilday 
openly.  A  trustee  spokesman’s 
statement  that  Dilday  was  fired  to 
make  way  for  new  leadership 
needed  for  the  21st  century  “was 
sadly  inadequate,”  Loudat  said. 

Loudat  urged  bis  readers  to 
pray  not  only  for  Southwestern, 
but  for  “the  total  ministry  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention.” 

“Satan  can  use  this  event  to 
cast  a  dark  cloud  on  all  the  work 
of  Southern  Baptists  around  the 
world.  You  better  believe  he 
would  love  to  use  this  to  blow  us 
out  of  the  water,”  he  said. 

The  North  Carolina  Biblical 
Recorder’s  editor,  R.G. 
Puckett,  wrote  that  the  trus¬ 
tees’  firing  of  Dilday  was  “remi¬ 
niscent  of  an  old-fashioned  lynch-, 
ing  party.” 

Puckett  said  “credibility  gaps 
abound”  because  of  “inconsisten¬ 
cies  and  politics  before,  during, 
and  after  the  session  in  which  DU- 
day  was  fired.” 

“The  success  of  the  Coopera¬ 
tive  Program  has  been  based  on 
trust,”  he  said.  “Trustees  at 
SWBTS  have  removed  the  word 
‘trust’  from  their  title.” 

John  Roberts,  editor  of  South 
Carolina’s  Baptist  Courier,  said 
trustees  were  “ruthless”  in  the 
handling  of  Dilday’s  dismissal. 
Having  the  locks  on  Dilday’s 
office  changed  while  they  were 
voting  him  out  of  office  “was  a 


ton,  DC  20510. 

—  Have  your  church  communi¬ 
cate  with  Sen.  Lott. 

—  FAX  letters  of  support  for  S. 
674  to  Sen.  Lott  at  (202)  224-2262. 
—  Call  Sea  Lott’s  office 
at  (202)  224-6253  and  leave 
a  message  in  support  of  S. 
674. 

—  Write  a  personal  letter 
to  the  editor  of  your  local 
newspaper. 

—  Issue  a  press  release  to 
local  media  that  highlights 
Sen.  Lott’s  upcoming  vote 
on  SAFE  and  the  demands  of 
your  community  for  Sen. 
Lott’s  support  of  the  bill. 

The  help  of  all  Mississip¬ 
pi  Baptists  is  vital  to  the  pas¬ 
sage  of  the  bill.  Sen.  Lott 
needs  to  hear  from  the  bill’s 
supporteis  immedisttely. . 

A  packet  of  material  on 
SAFE,  including  a  copy  of  S.  674, 
is  available  fot  the  $3  cost  of 
reproduction  and  mailing  from 
CAC,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530.  Telephone:  (601) 
%8-3800. 

Jones  is  executive  director, 
CAC. 


heartless  act,’.’  he  said.  “The  trus¬ 
tees  showed  their  power,  but  they 
also  showed  a  lack  of  class.” 

“Serious  harm  has  been  done 
to  Southwestern  Seminary,” 
Roberts  said.  “The  best  students 
and  prospective  students  are  look¬ 
ing  elsewhere.  There  will  be  a 
drain  also  of  the  most  talented 
faculty.  Wills  are  right  now  being 
changed,  planned  gifts  being  re¬ 
channeled.” 

Tennessee  Baptist  and 
Reflector  editor  Fletcher 
Allen  wrote  that  while  the 
board’s  authority  to  fire  Dilday  is 
unquestioned,  “Christian  actions 
are  on  trial.” 

“Trustees  must  remember  that 
they  are  Christian  stewards,  keep¬ 
ers  of  a  sacred  trust.  Their  role  is 
not  to  force  out  leaders  whose 
politics  may  not  be  acceptable  to 
them  even  though  their  leadership 
and  integrity  are  beyond  question. 

‘There  must  be  a  better  way  to 
settle  differences,”  Allen  said. 
Baptists,  he  said,  “deserve 
answers,  more  facts.  Until  they 
get  them,  they  have  little  reason  to 
hope  for  the  best.” 

Presnail  Wood’s  editorial  in 
the  Texas  Baptist  Standard 
said  the  Dilday  firing  was  of 
special  concern  to  Texas  Baptists, 
ttecause  both  Dilday  aixl  the  semi¬ 
nary  are  “native  Texans.  Both  are 
popular  in  Texas.  Both  are  conser¬ 
vative.” 

The  issue  in  Dilday’s  firing 
“was  not  Dilday’s  belief  in  the 
Bible,”  Wood  said,  but:  “It  was 
power.  It  was  control.  It  was 
deiK>minational  politics.” 

The  action  has  “ushered  the 
institution  into  a  day  of  instability 
that  could  hurt  the  largest  evan¬ 
gelical  seminary  in  the  world,” 
Wood  said.  “If  ^  firing  and  the 
way  it  was  done  is  an  example  of 
the  direction  the  Southwestern 
trustees  are  going,  the  seminary  is 
in  for  even  greater  trouble.” 

Wood  predicted  the  trustees’ 
action  and  methodology  “could 


A  bill  that  would  provide  funds 
to  purchase  Clarke  College  has 
been  passed  by  the  Mississippi 
state  legislature  and  signed  by 
Governor  Kirk  Fordice.  The  state 
will  use  the  college  campus  as  a 
youth  ranch  if  the  offer  to  buy  is 
accepted  by  the  Mississippi  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  at  its  annu^  meet¬ 
ing  in  November. 

The  Department  of  Youth  Ser¬ 
vices  of  the  State  of  Mississippi 
proposed  to  purchase  the  property 
for  $1  million  to  house  8-  to  13- 
year-old  children  from  troubled 
and  broken  homes, -and  would 
employ  140  people  with  a  $3  mil¬ 
lion  payroll.  The  state  will  spend 
$2.5  million  in  renovations.  \ , 

If  the  sale  of  the  property  is 
recommended  by  the  Clarke  Com¬ 
mittee  and  approved  by  the  Con¬ 
vention,  the  youth  ranch  would  be 
one  of  a  kmid  in  the  state  and  be 
modeled  after  French  Camp 


potentially  cost  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars.  Baptists  have  a  way  of  voting 
with  their  money.” 

He  also  said  the  firing  “means 
there  was  already  a  gap  between 
the  Baptist  General  Convention  of 
Texas  and  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  and  this  gap  could  be 
seriously  widened  because  of  this 
action.” 

Guy  Henderson,  editor  of 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Record,  described  Dilday 
as  “a  conservative  theologian” 
who  “never  bowed  c[uite  low 
enough  to  suit  the  fundamental- 
conservative  trustees.” 

The  SBC,  now  under  complete 
control  by  fundamental-conserva¬ 
tives,  operates  in  an  “atmosphere 
that  has  been  permeated  with  a 
rule-or-ruin  philosophy  that  is 
doing  great  damage  to  kingdom 
causes,”  Henderson  said.  Trustees 
on  the  various  board  and  agencies 
“move  with  impunity,  fearing  nei¬ 
ther  man  nor  shortfall  in  dollars.” 

Southern  Baptists  are  “like  a 
warring  couple”  showing  “more 
animosity  than  love  as  we  rush  for 
the  divorce  court.” 

“Will  we  continue  the  demoli¬ 
tion  derby  until  every  vehicle  is 
rendered  useless?”  Henderson 
queried. 

Louisiana  Baptist  Messen¬ 
ger  editor  Lynn  Clayton 
predicted  Dilday’s  firing 
“will  prove  to  be  a  cataclysmic 
event  of  recent  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  life.” 

“Whatever  is  going  to  happen 
in  convention  life,  Russell  Dil¬ 
day’s  firing  will  hasten  by  10 
years,”  he  said.  “If,  as  most 
Southwestern  trustees  and  others 
believe,  the  institution  and  the 
SBC  will  be  better  off  in  the 
future,  that  good  will  come  10 
years  sooner.  If,  as  others  believe, 
there  will  be  a  disintegration  of 
interest  in  convention  work,  it 
will  happen  10  years  quicker  than 
it  would  have.” 


Academy  and  Piney  Woods  Life 
School.  The  facility  would  not  fall 
under  the  supervision  of  the  State 
Department  of  Corrections. 

The  Clarke  Christian  Educa¬ 
tion  Corporation  proposed  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  property  with  $100,000 
now  and  $900,0(X)  to  be  raised  in 
a  year’s  time.  It  would  be  used  for 
continuing  education  for  minis¬ 
ters,  missionaries,  and  other  voca¬ 
tional  Christian  workers. 

Larry  Otis,  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board’s  committee  ter  make  rec¬ 
ommendations  for  the  future  use 
of  the  college,  said  that  all  options 
are  still  being  considered. 

Clarke,  founded  in  1908, 
closed  in  1992  due  to  financial 
difficulty  and  a  dwindling  enroll¬ 
ment.  Since  then,  various  propos¬ 
als  for  using  the  property  have 
been  suggested,  but  nothing  final¬ 
ized.— GH 


Alcohol  warning  messages  spark 
heated  Senate  lohh3dng  campaign 


Proposed  warning  messages 

Surgeon  General’s  warning:  If  you  are  preg¬ 
nant,  don’t  drink  alcohol.  Alcohol  may  cause 
men^  r^ardittion  and  other  biidt  defect 

Warning:  If  you  are  under  the  of  21,  it’s 
illegal  to  alc^lk  beverages. 

Wamiiig:  Alcohol  is  a  drug  and  may  be  addic¬ 
tive. 

Warning:  Don’t  mix  alcohol  with  mediemion 
and  oth»  <£nigs. 

Warning:  Alcohol  poisoning  can  kill  you. 
Don’t  drink  too  much  too  fast. 

Wamii^  Drinking  increases  your  risk  of  high 
blood  pressure,  liver  disease,  and  cancer. 

—  Source:  Christian  Action  Commission 

-  -  ■ 


Clarke  sale  to  the  state 
proposed,  not  finalized 


Around  a  tiny  Caribbean  island.,. 


Missionary  cruises  aboard  boat  called  “Commission” 


COLE  BAY,  St.  Maaiten  (BP) 
—  Tom  and  Patti  Higginbotham 
go  where  people  are. 

And  on  the  Caribbean  island  of 
Sl  Maaiten,  they  don’t  have  to  go 
far. 

The  Higginbothams  are  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  missionaries  on  the 
37-sqaare-mile  island,  the  small¬ 
est  in  the  world  to  be  divided 
between  two  governments.  Shared 
by  the  Netherlands  and  France, 
it’s  known  as  St.  Maarten  on  the 
Dutch  side,  St.  Martin  on  the 
Piench. 

The  missionaries,  from  Walk¬ 
er,  La.,  live  in  the  community  of 
Cole  Bay  in'Dutch  St.  Maarten. 
Every  day  except  Sunday  Higgin¬ 
botham  leaves  their  home  just 
after  7  a.m.  and  drives  over  Cay 
Bay  Hill. 

He  stops  at  a  mountain  lookout 
above  Simpson  Bay  Lagoon, 
where  several  hundred 'pleasure 
boats  dock  during  the  peak  tourist 
season.  On  clear  days,  you  can  see 
the  nearby  islands  of  Saba,  St. 
Eustatius,  and  St.  Kitts. 

Sitting  inside  his  car,  Higgin¬ 
botham  gazes  at  the  blue-green 
water. 

“THESE  PEOPLE  ARE  a 
real  independent  bunch,”  he  says, 
noting  some  cruisers  live  on  their 
boats  for  several  years  while  sail¬ 
ing  around  the  world.  “But  when 
you  get  warmed  up  to  them, 
they’re  real  good  people.” 

At  7:30  sharp,  he  pulls  out  his 
VHF  radio  and  greets  boaters 
below:  “Good  morning,  cruisers. 


glad  tdlielp  you.” 

Later  he  will  visit  the  newly 
arrived  sailors  in  his  outboard 
motor  boat,  the  “Commission.” 
Higginbotham  provides  newcom¬ 
ers  a  packet  containing  tourist 
brochures,  a  map  of  the  island,  an 
evangelistic  tract,  a  New  Testa¬ 
ment,  and  information  on  St. 
Maarten  International  Baptist 
Church.  The  Higginbothams  start¬ 
ed  the  congregation  in  their  home. 

WHEN  THE  COUPLE  ar¬ 
rived  on  the  island  in  1991,  they 
noticed  the  sailboats  from  a  bal¬ 
cony  outside  their  apartment.  In 
the  evenings  they  and  their  daugh¬ 
ters  —  Kimberly,  almost  10,  and 
Allison,  almost  3  —  would  some¬ 
times  watch  the  boats  while  sit¬ 
ting  by  the  drawbridge  at  the 
lagoon’s  entry. 

“We  realized  nobody  was 
doing  anything  to  reach  these  peo¬ 
ple,”  said  Mrs.  Higginbotham. 

The  missionaries  felt  God 
wanted  them  to  try.  They  started 
by  going  to  the  drawbridge  to  note 
which  l^ats  were  coming  in,  then 
providing  welcome  packets.  Hig¬ 
ginbotham  began  a  radio  netwo^ 
to  make  friends  with  cruisers.  The 
couple  saved  money  to  buy  a 
motor  boat  to  gain  better  access. 

Higginbotham  learns  of  many 
arrivals  by  radio,  but  sometimes 
be  parks  his  boat  near  the  draw¬ 
bridge  and  watches  boats  from  all 
over  the  world  enter  the  lagoon. 

‘T  KIND  OF  FOLLOW  them 
like  a  shark,  trailing  them  and 


Whether  you’re  on  a  motor  yacht  -  waiting  until  they  drop  an  anchor. 

_ _ _ 'I' _ _ _l_-  _ _  ^  T> _ _  ..l._  t._ 


or  a  sailing  yacht,  welcome  to  St. 
Maarten  Radio  Net.  My  name  is 
Tom  Higginbotham  with  the  boat 
‘Commission.’  I’ll  be  your  net 
controller  today.” 

Higginbotham  gives  the  daily 
weather  report,  then  asks  if  any 
new  arrivals  want  to  check  in. 

The  radio  crackles.  “Good 
morning,  this  is  ‘Elizabeth’...  and 
we’re  just  coming  in  from  the 
south.  We’ll  probably  be  here  for 
a  couple  weefe.” 

“Glad  to  meet  you  here  today,” 
Higginbotham  answers.  “If  there’s 
anything  we  can  do  for  you,  we’re 
on  the  net  each  morning.  We’ll  be 


Baptists  are  the  first  people  who  p.m.  “Tom’s  looked  after  us  since 
visit  them  whenever  ttey  come  to  we.got  herCj,”  said  Dixon,  while 
the  island,”  said  Higginbotham,  a  .sipping  tea  aboard  his  yacht. 


asked  her  if  she  and  her  husband 
would  start  a  Bible  club  for  chil¬ 
dren.  Every  other  Saturday  the 
children  learn  about  Jesus  at  the 
missionaries’  home.  Higginboth¬ 
am  leads  a  Bible  lesson;  his  wife  ■ 
teaches  about  foreign  missions 
using  material  produced  by 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union.  The 
activities  also  include  worship, 
recreation,  and  crafts. 

In  the  summer  the^missionaries 
have  led  Vacation  Bible  School 
on  the  property  of  Sheraton’s  Port 
de  Plaisance  resort  near  their 
home.  Higginbotham  docks  his 
boat  in  the  resort’s  marina  beside 
Simpson  Bay  Lagoon. 

Hags  on  the  boats  diere  repre¬ 
sent  about  as  many  countries  as 
the  worshipers  who  attend  ser¬ 
vices  at  St.  Maaiten  International 
Baptist  Church.  On  any  given 
Sunday,  you  can  find  people  there 
from  almost  every  continent.  The 
approximately  15  regular  wor¬ 
shipers  are  Irish,  Canadian, 
Dutch,  Indonesian,  American, 
English,  Scottish,  and  South 
African.  They  include  boaters  and 
other  internationals  whose  jobs 
have  brought  them  to  the  island. 

ONE  REGULAR  worshiper, 
Peter  Dixon,  lives  with  his  wife 
Claire  and  Labrador  Toby  aboard 
a  catamaran  called  “Antar.”  The 
Dixons  left  jobs  in  their  native 
England  to  sail  around  the  world. 
Now  they  live  in  Simpson  Bay 
Lagoon,  working  temporary  jobs 
on  St.  Maarten  to  earn  extra  cash. 

Higginbotham  sometimes  boats 
over  to  join  them  for  tea  around  5 
p.m.  “Tom’s  looked  after  us  since 
we.got  herej,”  said  Dixon,  while 


former  petroleum  inspector  on 
barges  and  ships  along  the  Missis¬ 
sippi  River. 

But  the  cruisers  aren’t  the  only 
people  the  Higginbothams  reach. 

Mrs.  Higginbotham  has  met 
other  internationals  by  volunteer¬ 
ing  at  an  American  school  attend¬ 
ed  by  children  from  all  over  the 
world,  including  daughter  Kim¬ 
berly.  The  missionary  teaches 
music  and  works  in  the  office. 

A  STUDENT’S  MOTHER 


“We’ve  found  a  friend.” 

The  Higginbothams  have 
found  making  friends  has  been  the 
best  way  to  share  their  faith 
among  the  diverse  mix  of  people 
on  St.  Maarten. 

“We  have  to  ^ow  people 
being  a  Christian  doesn’t  mean 
our  hea^s  are  in  the  clouds  or 
we’re  removed  from  everybody i” 
said  Mrs.  Higginbotham. 

“Jesus  went  where  people 
were.  He  got  dirty  and  rubbed 
elbows  with  them.” 


MAKING  ROUNDS  —  Aboard  an  outboard  motor  boat  called  “Commis¬ 
sion,”  Southern  Baptist  missionary  Tom  Higginbotham  makes  rounds 
among  sailboats  docked  in  St.  Maarten’s  Simpson  Bay  Lagoon.  Several 
hundred  pleasure  boats  dock  there  during  the  Caribbean  island’s  peak 
tourist  season.  Higginbotham  has  made  friends  with  boaters  through  a 
radio  network  he  started  after  he  and  his  wife  Patti  moved  in  1991  to  St. 
Maarten  (known  as  St.  Martin  on  the  French  side  of  the  island  shared  by 
the  Netherlands  and  France).  He  also  welcomes  new  arrivals  with  a  packet 
containing  tourist  information,  a  New  Testament,  evangelistic  tract,  and 
information  on  St.  Maarten  International  Baptist  Church.  The  couple,  from 
Walker,  La.,  started  the  church  in  their  home  as  an  outreach  to  St. 
Maarten’s  many  internationals.  (BP  photo  by  Charles  Ledford) 


Pastors  answer  survey  of  what 
they  wish  their  churches  knew 


BURLINGTON,  N.D.  (BP)  — 
Pastors  need  some  time  with  their 
families. 

That  was  the  response  most 
pastors  gave  in  a  1993  survey  con¬ 
ducted  by  Tammy  Kraft,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Burlington  (N.D.) 
Church. 

As  phrased  in  her  findings  of 
'  the  survey  of  pastors  in  North  and 
South  Dakota:  *A  desire  for  their 
churches  to  understand  their  need 
for  time  to  spend  with  their  fami¬ 
lies.” 

Summarizing  other  oft-men¬ 
tioned  responses,  she  noted: 

—  “We  need  our  churches  to 
realize  pastors  are  human  and 


sometimes  need  ministered  to  by 
their  congregations. 

—  “Many  pastors  are  living  far 
laway  from  their  families  and 
sometimes  need  to  be  included  in 
non-church  fun  things.” 

Kraft  became  concerned  for  the 
special  needs  of  pastors’  families 
when  a  former  pastor  and  wife  lost 
a  child. 

“I  hurt  so  badly  for  them,”  she 
said,  “but  I  didn’t  want  to  bother 
them  because  I  felt  everyone  in  the 
church  was  probably  calling  and 
visiting  them.  I  learned  later 
everyone  in  the  congregation  also 
felt  diat  way  and  no  one  was  con¬ 
tacting  them.” 


Because  of  the  incident,  Kraft 
began  to  sense  ministers  and  fami¬ 
lies  were  very  much  like  their 
church  members  but  yet  had  very 
unique  and  special  needs.  Over  a 
period  of  time,  she  heard  of  vari¬ 
ous  accounts  in  the  religious  news 
media  voicing  her  same  concerns. 

As  a  result,  she  conducted  a 
survey  of  Southern  Baptist  pastors 
in  the  two  states. 

From  the  survey,  Kraft  has  pre¬ 
pared  a  conference  designed  to' 
help  church  members  discover  for 
themselves  how  they  might  sup¬ 
port  their  pastor  and  family  emo¬ 
tionally,  physically  and  spiritually, 
as  well  as  monetarily. 


J. 


What  i  tell  you  in  the  darkness,  speak  in  the  light:  and  what  you  hear  whispered  in  your  ear,  proclaim  upon  the  housetops.  Matthew  10:27  NAS 


March  24,  1994  HouseTops  is  a  supplement  to  the  Baptist  Record  and  is  produced  by  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board. 


volunteer  counselors  who  will  serve  varying  lengths  of 
time  during  the  summer. 

All  campers  will  participate  in  activities  such  as  lakeside 
worship  service,  flag  assemblies,  mission  emphasis  ses¬ 
sions,  handicrafts,  canoeing  on  a  16-acre  lake,  horseback 
riding  on  the  trail,  archery  (using  35#  recurve  bows), 
tether  ball,  four-square  ball,  skit  nights,  morning  watch 
devotions,  Bible  study,  swimming’^in  a  junior  Olympic 
pool,  camp  craft  skills  instruction,  riflery  (on  a  prone 
position  .22  rifle  range),  a  low  elements  adventure/chal¬ 
lenge  ropes  course,  field  games,  and  a  campfire  worship 
service.  All  of  these  activities  will  be  led  by  the  CHBR 
staff. 

Registration  forms  are  available  from  each  Baptist 
Association  office  in  Mississippi.  They  are  available  from 
the  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat;  P.  O.  Box  723; 
Kosciusko,  MS  39090-0723;  (601)289-9730.  They  are 
also  available  from  the  Brotherhood  Department,  MBCB; 
P.O.  Box  530;  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530;  (601)968-3800. 

Photocopies  may  be  made  of  a  form  to  provide  additions 
copies  for  your  church. 


1994  R.  A.  Camp  on  April  1 

Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  will  begin  to  receive  registra¬ 
tions  for  Royal  Ambassador  Camp-1 994  on  April  1 , 

1 994.  The  Brotherhood  Department  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board  conducts  R.  A.  Camp  sessions 
at  Central  Hills  in  Attala  County  near  Kosciusko, 
Mississippi. 

Six  week-long  resident  camp  sessions  are  scheduled  for 
boys  in  grades  4  - 1 2  on  the  following  dates: 

June  20  -  24, 1994,  June  27  -  July  1, 1994,  July  4  -  8, 
1994,  July  11  -15, 1994,  July  18  -  22, 1994  and  July  25 
-29,1994. 

Two  Lad-Dad  Weekend  Camp  sessions  are  schooled  fpr 
boys  in  grades  1  -  3  and  their  dads  on  the  following 
dates:  June  24-25, 1994  and  July  8- 9, 1994. 

Campers  will  be  guided  and  cared  for  by  the  CHBR  pro¬ 
fessional  staff,  and  the  carefully  selected  college  student 
and  high  school  senior  student  staff.  These  will  be  sup¬ 
ported  by  carefully  selected  senior  adult  volunteers  and 


The  1994  Church  Sunday  School  Directors  and 
Church  Outreach  Directors  Seminar  has  been  set  for 
April  15-16,  1994.  This  Is  listed  in  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Diary  as  the  Key  Leader  Seminar.  The  program 
will  begin  with  registration  at  6:30  p.m.  on  Friday  and 
conclude  at  12:15  p.m.  on  Saturday. 

The  1993  Key  Leader  Seminar  had  a  record  atten¬ 
dance  in  the  history  of  this  event.  Over  100  individu¬ 
als  attended  the  event. 

The  1994  Seminar  will  incorporate  several  suggestions 
from  those  who  came  in  1993.  There  will  be  a  confer¬ 
ence  for  Church  Outreach  Directors,  Church  Sunday 
School  Directors  with  two  or  more  years  experience, 
and  Church  Sunday  School  Directors  with  under  two 
years  experience.  There  will  also  be  more  time  given 
for  dialogue  and  discussion. 

There  will  be  a  $7.00  registration  fee  to  cover  the  cost 
of  conference  materials.  There  will  also  be  a  Baptist 
Book  Store  display.  Items  for  sale  at  the  Book  Store 
display  will  include  outreach  materials,  Sunday  School 
Director's  Handbook,  Sunday  School  planning  materi¬ 
als,  Worker  Enlistment  materials,  etc. 

Those  interested  in  this  Seminar  should  fill  out  the  reg¬ 
istration  form  and  return  it  to  the  Sunday  School 
Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205.  For  a 
listing  of  area  hotels/motels  and/or  further  information 
on  the  seminar,  you  may  call  (601)  968-3800,  exten¬ 
sion  3891 . 

You  will  be  responsible  for  supper  Friday  evening  and 
lunch  Saturday.  There  will  be  a  Continental  Breakfast 
served  Saturday.  If  you  are  planning  to  stay  in 
Jackson,  you  will  need  to  make  those  arrangements 
yourself. 


NOTES: 

There  be  overnight  camp>ing  available  for  a  limited 
number  of  groups.  EaA  group  would  have  to  supply  its 
own  equipment  arxl  rneab.  We  must  know  by  Afwil  4, 
however,  if  you  plan  to  camp  so  necessary  arrangements 
can  be  made.  Additional  cost  will  be  $1  per  person. 
Arrangements  can  be  made  through  Rev.  Dan  West, 
Manager  of  Central  Hills,  P.  0.  Box  723,  Kosciusko,  MS 
39090,  phone  289-9730. 


-Registration  Form- 


EtaRAL  HU±S 
¥nST  RETREAf 
April  16, 1994 
9  a.m.  -Sp.rTLfli^ 


Church _ 

*  » 

Association _ 

Church  Address 


Church  Phone 


Key  Leader  Seminar  for  Church  Sunday  School 
Directors  and  Church  Outreach  Directors 

April  15-16,  1994 
Baptist  Building 


Name:  _ _ 

Address: _ 

City,  State  Zip:  _ 

pVyhme  phone  number:( 
Church  name: 

I  am  the 


Registration  Fee  Enclosed;  $2.50  x _ 

number  atterxling}  -  $ _ , 

^  (Registration  fee  includes  limited  supplemental  Insurance,  drinks, 

\g  a  sack  lunch  and  facility  costs) 

sal  Wiu  be  provided.)  checks  passable  to:  Maeiasippi  Baptist  Cottvention  Bowd 

\  MAIL  TO:  CRUSADER  DAY 

\  Brotherhood  Department 

5  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

(Flione  9^3800) 


□  Church  Sunday  School  Director 

□  Church  Outreach  Director 


Sunday 


Monday 


Saturday 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Springtime 

—  the  lovely  season  of  newness,  the  inspiring  time  of  hope,  the  occasion  on  which  we  renew  our 
delight  in  belonging  to  God  through  Jesus'  resurrection.  Springtime  in  our  hearts  all  year  long  because 
of  Jesus'  faithfulness  to  His  part  of  God's  plan  for  you  and  me. 


for  workers  and  volun¬ 
teers  at  Crestwood 
Center  in  Jackson  who 
minister  every  day 
through  meeting  needs 
of  clothes  and 
food 


that  the  children  at  the 
Children's  Village  will 
feel  the  love  of 
Christian  friends  as  they 
wear  the  lovely  new 
clothes 

provided  for  them 


for  many  in  the  rried- 
ical  and  dental  profes¬ 
sions  who  do  volunteer 
work  with  those  who 
need  them,  not  only  in 
overseas  projects,  but 
here  in  our  state 

4 


for  people  from  foreign 
countries  who  arrive  in 
our  state  to  live,  that 
some  of  us  will  both 
witness  and  minister  to 
them 

9 


for  use  of  the  1  -800- 
787-PRAY  number  -  a 
Mississippi  prayer  need 
is  placed  on  this  line 
each  Tuesday  and  each 
Friday 

10 


Blue  Mountain 

wyNG  wiysacaAN  cmai* 

Blue  Mountain  College 
July  25  -  29 

A  music  camp  for  children  who  have 
completed  grades  4,  5,  and  6. 


Guest  Conductor: 
DON  ODOM 
Florida  Baptist 
Theological  College 
Graceville,  Fla. 


^  Young  Musician  camps  are  very  special  and  ^ 
enjoyable  camps  for  children.  They  include 
^  choral  rehearsals  to  prepare  for  a  concert  on  the  ^ 
last  evening,  worship  services  each  day,  music 
^  classes,  and  free  time  activities.  The  theme  this  ^ 
year  is  The  Message  Is  Love  which  centers  on 
^  the  life  and  ministry  of  Jesus.  There  are  also  ^ 
•^'some  classes  planned  around  this  theme. 

^  Cost  is  $89.00  for  the  week,  plus  the  music.  For  ^ 
more  information,  call  the  Church  Music  •* 
^  Department,  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  ^ 
Board,  (601)  968-3800,  ext.  3867. 


for  revivals  going'on  in 
your  town  and  area 


for  people  from  foreign 
countries  who  arrive  in 
our  state  every  day  as 
tourists,  that  sorhe  of  us 
will  witness  to  them 


that  people  who  call 
for  the  prayer  needs 
will  leave  their  prayer 
requests 


that  folks  who  have  not 
yet  given  to  the  Annie 
Armstrong  Easter 
Offering  (for  home  mis¬ 
sions)  will  give  soon 


April  1-12, 1994 


for  your  legislators  who 
feel  a  lot  of  pressure 
we  do  not  always 
know  about,  in  session 
and  out  of  session 


for  members  of  the 
Baptist  Nursing 
Fellowship  who  con¬ 
stantly  have  projects 
going  to  help  and  to 
witness 


for  folks  who  work  at 
the  Baptist  Building 


PRAYER  MINISTRY  OiTICE  ' 

P.O.Box530 

Jackson,  MS  39205-0530 

Phone:  968-38(X),  Ext  3904 

MISSISSIPPI  PRAYERLINE  l-BOO-TST-PRAY 


I.  Intergenerational  Christian 
Education 


II.  Purposes 

1 .  To  put  children  in  touch  with  persons  of 
mature  faith. 

2.  To  put  persons  of  mature  faith  in  touch  with 

children.  ♦ 

3.  To  create  new  perceptions  of  individuals  when 
they  are  viewed  apart  from  their  age-level  group 
or  family  unit  (a  person  is  viewed  for  who  she/he- 
is — not  as  someone's  wife  or  younger  brother  or 
daughter). 

,  4.  To  increase  communication  between  church 
family  members. 

5.  To  give  persons  geographically  distant  from  their 
own  family  members  the  chance  to  be  a  part  of 
an  extended  family. 

6.  To  follow  a  biblical  model  for  children's  involve¬ 
ment  within  the  worshipping  community. 

7.  To  serve  as  a  channel  of  memory  and  hope  for  a 
congregation. 


IV.  Intergenerational  Activities 

1 .  May  be  developed  in  any  area  of  church  life- 
missions,  worship,  Bible  study,  discipleship. 

2.  May  vary  in  size  from  two  people  (Faithful  Friends) 
to  the  whole  congregation  (Worship). 

3.  May  be  formal  (Christmas  Eve  service)  or  informal 
(Christmas  caroling  or  church  picnic). 

4.  May  be  planned  according  to  emphasis  of  liturgi¬ 
cal  church  year  and  calendar  year  (work  and 
vacation  times)  (holidays  and  seasons). 

5.  May  be  incorporated  into  existing  programs 
•  a.  Grandparents  in  Sunday  School 

b.  Vacation  Bible  School 

c.  Camps  and  retreats 


V.  Remember 

1 .  A  church  doesn't  always  have  to  plan  something 
new,  but  recognize  the  potential  for  transforming 
existing  gatherings  (programs,  activities,  services) 
into  times  of  intergenerational  learning  in 
community. 

2.  Home  worship  could  also  be  considered 
intergenerational. 


BUILDING  BRIDGES 

BETWEEN 

GENERATIONS 

by  Hazel  Morris,  Associate 
Professor  Southwestern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary 


General  guidelines  for  Planning  Multi-age  Level 
Gatherings 

1 .  Small  groups  are  a  way  of  getting  to  know  a  few 
people  better. 

2. .  Because  people  of  all  ages  learn  in  a  variety  of 
ways,  use  multiple  methods  of  teaching. 

a.  Children  think  literally;  adults  abstractly. 

b.  Youth  may  feel  like  they're  being  "Talked 
down  to"  if  things  appear  top  childish. 

c.  Adults  may  be  less  eager  to  do  art  and  other 
creative  activities. 


3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


Adults  may  find  themselves  in  a  more  vulnerable 
position  when  they  notice  that  children  are  gener¬ 
ally  less  inhibited  about  giving  responses. 

Adults  can  develop  a  habit  of  listening  openly  and 
carefully  to  children  and  youth;  children  and 
youth  can  demonstrate  respect  for  adults  through 
listening  to  their  stories. 

Simply  because  someone  is  older  doesn't  mean 
that  person  has  more  biblical  knowledge  and 
skills  than  someone  younger;  in  fact,  some  older 
children  may  be  more  eager  and  quick  to  give 
answers.  (This  may  threaten  some  adults.) 

Some  children  and  youth  may  have  more  experi¬ 
ences  in  missions  and  care  giving  to  those  outside 
the  church  family  than  some  adults.  (They  may  be 
less  fearful  of  nursing  homes  or  less  inhibited  in  a 
different  economic  situation.) 

Activities  need  full  support  of  the  pastor,  age-level 
ministers  and  committees. 


^  ^ _ 11^.1 _ o_« _ a _ i_ 


Giil£shore  Schedule 
1994 

May  16-18  I  Senior  Adult  Conference  (DD 

May  19-21  II  Senior  Adult  Conference  (DT) 

May  23-27  III  Senior  Adult  Conference  (DT) 

May  28-30  Single  Adult  Conference  (DT) 

May  30-Jiine  3  I  Youth  Conference  (MBCB) 

June  3-7  II  Youth  Conference  (MBCB) 

June  7-11  III  Youth  Conference  (MBCB) 

June  13-17  IV  Youth  Conference  (MBCB) 

June  17-21  V  Youth  Conference  (MBCB) 

June  21-25  VI  Youth  ConfererKe  (MBCB) 

June  27-July  1  Young  Musicians  Conference  (CM) 

July  4-7  Family  Enrichment  Conference  (DT) 

July  7-9  I  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 

TOMORROW:  A  Conference  for  Training 
All  Church  Leaders  (MBCB) 

July  9-13  HeartSong  *94  (Youth  Music  Conf.)  (CM) 

July  14-16  II  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 

TOMORROW 

July  16-21  I  Centrifuge  BSSB) 

July  21-23  Music  Leadership  Conference  (CM) 

July  23-28  II  Centrifuge  (BSSB) 

July  28-30  III  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 

TOMORROW 
July  JO-AOgust  4  III  Centrifuge 
Ai^iust  4-6  rv  GROWING  CHURCHES  FOR 
TOMORROW 


July  9-13 
July  14-16 

July  16-21 
July  21-23 
July  23-28 
July  28-30 


ACXX>MMODATION  RATES  AND  MEALS 

1.  “A”  Unit  and Unit  (All  air-conditioned/private 
bath) 

•  Rates  ate  quoted  for  age  twelve  (12)  and  up. 

•  Rates  include  room  and  linens. 

•  Rates  quoted  DO  NOT  INCLUDE  MEALS.  Children  two 
(2)  through  eleven  (11)  are  charged  half  the  adult  rate 
(Parents  must  be  in  attendance). 

Children  under  two  (2)  are  charged  $1.00  per  night. 

“A"  Unlt-2  beds — 2  adults$19.25  per  pqiSQn  per  day. 

“C"  Unlt-8  beds — 2-4  adultsS  16.25  per  person  per  day. 

2.  “B"  Unit  -  Efficiency  Apartment  (AU  air-conditioned/ 
private  bath) 

6  efificietKy  apartments  are  available  for  families  until  30 
days  prior  to  conference,  then  units  may  be  used  accord¬ 
ing  to  need  as  determined  by  Gulfshote  management. 

•  Rates  quoted  DO  NOT  INCLUDE  MEALS. 

•  Rates  include  linens,  silver,  and  utensils. 

•  Persons  in  "B”  units  may  purchase  a  conference  or 
individual  meal  ticket  at  rates  quoted  under  "Meals.” 

“B”  Unlt-4  beds 

2  adults . $19  90  per  person  per  day. 

3  adults . $18.55  per  person  per  day. 

4  adults . $17.25  per  person  per  day. 

Children  (2-11) . 1/2  adult  rate  per  day. 

3-  “C”  Units  -Leadership  Events:  Families  (with  both  par¬ 
ents  in  attendance)  may  utilize  a  special  rate  for  Family 
Week,  Music,  and  the  “Growing  Churches"  Conferences. 
This  special  plan  allows  children  (thru  12th  grade)  to  stay 


in  these  units  with  their  parents  for  $2.50  per  child  per 
night  plus  regular  meal  rate,  based  on  age.  Children 
under  two  (2)  $1.00  per  night. 

MEALS 

Persons  staying  in  efficiency  apartments,  using  RV  sites 
or  commuting,  may  purchase  a  conference  meal  ticket  or 
individual  nteal  tickets  at  the  registration  desk. 

•  No  credit  can  be  given  for  meals  missed. 

•  Meal  costs  are  as  follows: 

•  Breakfast . :: . . . $  4.55 

•  Lunch . $  5.65 

•  Supper..... .  . $  5.65 

•  Daily  total . $15.85 


RE^RVATIONS  F(Hl  SUMMER  CONFERENCES 

Reservation  requests  are  accepted  by  mail  only.  In-state 
requests  must  be  postmarked  MARCH  1  or  later.  Out-of- 
state  requests  must  be  postmarked  APRIL  15  or  later. 
Requests  ix)stmarked  before  these  dates  will  be  returned. 
Reservation  requests  by  telephone  cannot  be  accepted. 

DEPOSIT 

Reservation  requests  must  be  accompanied  by  a  deposit  of 
$30.00  per  person,  age  2  and  up,  cm”  $60.00  per  family  unit. 
The  deposit  applies  toward  the  total  conference  cost. 

For  fufther  information  contaa  Frank  Simmons,  100  First  Street, 
Pass  Christian,  MS  39571-3299;  phone  601/452-7261. 

•  For  Centrifuge  information  and  reservatiorrs,  call  615/251-2713 
or  write  CENTRIFUGE,  P.O.  Box  24001,  NashviUe,  TN  37202. 


MISSISSIPPI 

O  H  U  R  O  H 
FA  Cl  LITI  ES 

W  0  R  K  S  HOP 

April  12, 1994 
RIDGECREST  BAPTIST  CHURCH 

Madison,  Mississippi 
7469  Old  Canton  Road 


PROORAIN/I 

HIGHLIOHTS 

*  How  to  organize  your  peo{^  for  a 

building  program 

*  Expert  presentations  on  Master  Planning  and  foie  of  space  in 

(^urdi  growth 

*  Planning  for  unique  needs  of  worship  and  education 


*  Personalized  consultation  for  dte  unique  programs  of  your 
church 


*  Fund  raising  and  financing 

*  Workshops  for  specialized  situations 

*  Choose  your  workshop  schedule 

*  VENDORS  OF  CHURCH  FURNISHINGS  AND 

SERVICES 


SCHEDULE 

9;30a.m.- REGISTRATION 
5.45  WELCOME 
9.-00  a.m.  -  noon  -  WORKSHOPS 
noon  -  1.W  p.m.  -  LUNCH  AT  THE  CHURCH 
m- 3:15  p.m.  -  WORKSHOPS 
3:15  ptn.  -  APPOINTMENTS  scheduled  at 
o^usionof  workshop  (For  appointmatt 
wiUi  program  personnd,  call  Matt  Buckles.) 


E  -  $10.(X)  per  person 

(fee  includes  lunch) 


REGISTRATION-  To  i 

contact  Matt  Buckles  or  Vonda 
at  (601)  968-3800 


register  please 
t  Clvwer 


Sponsored  by  ] 

/X 

Church  Buildi^ 

Mississippi  Batnist  ^ 

Convention  Boafit  ^\  l  ^ 

'nnlrvfi/jr'ir 


GUIDE  TO 


M . ■ . 

vocanoNS 


Several  free 
copies  of  a 
book  are  avail¬ 
able  entitled 
Guide  to 
Southern 
Baptist 
Vocations. 


The  book  lists  more 

than  30  vocations  in  Southern  Baptist  life  and  has  arti¬ 
cles  on  the  meaning  of  calling,  entering  the  ministry, 
bivocationsi  volunteer  oppxjrtunities,  and  choosing  a 
college  or  seminary. 

These  are  available  to  churches  which  request  copies  as 
long  as  copies  last. 

Write  or  call  Matt  Buckles,  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson, 
MS  39205,  phone  968-3800,  ext.  3905. 


ASSOCIATIONAL  DRILL 
Bible  Drill  Pak 
Order  Form 


CHURCH  DRILL 
Bible  Drill  Pak 
Order  Form 


The  Associational  Drill  Pak  Includes  detailed 
Instructions  on  how  to  call  the  Associational  drill, 
how  to  prepare  for  conducting  the  drill,  judging 
sheets,  instructions  to  judges,  the  printed  calls  for  the 
Associational  Drill,  alternate  calls,  get-acquainted 
djill,  numbers,  and  registration  slips. 

You  have  permission  to  copy  drill  paks.  You  will 
need  one  drill  pak  for  every  12  participants. 

Mail  the  form  below  to:  Discipleship  &  Family 
Ministry  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson  MS 
39205 


The  Church  Drill  Pak  includes  detailed  instructions  on 
how  to  call  the  church  drill,  how  to  prepare  for  con¬ 
ducting  the  drill,  judging  sheets,  instructions  to  ' 
judges,  the  printed  calls  for  the  Church  Drill,  alternate 
calls  and  get-acquainted  drill,  numbers,  and  the  regis¬ 
tration  form  to  be  returned  to  our  office.  t 

Mail  the  form  below  to:  Discipleship  &  Family 
Ministry  Department,  P.  O.  Box  530,  Jackson  MS 
39205 


Bible  Drill  Associational  Paks 

Order  Form 


Name  of  Association 
Address _ 


□  Children's  Associational  Bible  Drill  Pak 

□  Youth  Associational  Bible  Drill  Pak 


Bible  Drill  Church  Paks 

Order  Form 

Name  of  Church _ _ _ 

Name  of  Bible  Drill  Leader _  *'• _ 

Address _ 

City _ Zip_ _ 

Daytime  phone  number  ( _ ) _ 

□  Children's  Church  Bible  Drill  Pak 

□  Youth  Church  Bible  Drill  Pak 

You  have  permission  to  make  copies  of  the  Church  Drill  Paks  if  you 
have  more  than  1 2  drillers. 


GOD'S  WAY  =  MY  WAY 


Kids  in  Discipleship 

"Ywo  opportunities  to  get  complete  informa¬ 
tion  about  this  brand  new  club  for  children  in  grades 
1-6  will  be  offered  Thursday,  May  12,  at  the  Hinds- 
Madison  Baptist  Association  office,  6530  Dogwood 
View  Pkwy.,  Jackson.  David  Morrow,  Children  and 
Preschool  Specialist  with  the  Baptist  Sunday  School 
Board,  will  lead  both  the  morning  and  the  evening 
session.  These  two  conferences  will  repeat  the  same 
information,  once  in  the  morning  and  once  in  the 
evening.  The  morning  session  will  be  from  9:30  until 
12  noon  with  a  snack  lunch  to  follow.  The  evening 
training  will  be  offered  from  6:30  until  9  with  a  snack 
supper  preceding  the  training  at  6. 

The  cost  for  the  conference  is  $5  per  person  if 
postmarked  before  Wednesday,  May  4.  Late  regis¬ 


tration,  after  May  4,  will  be  $7.50  per  person. 
Registration  should  include  the  name  of  each  confer¬ 
ee,  the  name  of  the  church,  the  conference  session  to 
be  attended  (morning  or  afternoon),  and  a  registra¬ 
tion  check  payable  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


TeamKID 

Introduction  and  Leadership  Conference 
with  David  Morrow 

at  Hinds/Madison  Baptist  Association  office 

May  12, 1994 

Name _ 

Church  J _ 

Address _ 


Check  one: 

□  A.M.  Conference 

□  P.M.  Conference 

Amount  of  Check  to  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

Board  sent  with  registration:  _ 

($5.00  before  May  4  and 
$7.50  after  May  4) 

Mail  your  registration  form  to: 

Don  Hicks,  Discipleship  and  Family 

Ministry  Department 

P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205 


MULTIHOUSING 
MINISTRY  ^ 

CONFERENCE  0  J 

April  30,  1994  ^ 

9:00  a. m.- noon  ^ 

Hinds-Madison  -jgM  W/e 

Baptist  Association  Building!^ 

6530  Dogwood  View  Parkway  00  pP 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39213 

‘‘OUR  MULTIHOUSING 
MISSION  FIELD”  _  ^ 

Led  by:  ' 


“OUR  MULTIHOUSING  p|  00  ^ 
MISSION  FIELD”  _  ^ 

Led  by:  '  P"^ 

,,  Vivian  Hite  IjiM  p| 

Multihou$ing  Consultant  Bi  ^0 
Missouri  Baptist  Convenff|||  |H||  ||P| 


This  is  an  Ir^oductory  how-to 
open  to  any  who  are  intereste 
about  this 

M'H'M 

To/egister  or  receive  ihore  Information  about 
the  ccHiferpniw^fite  or  call  Ijll  ||||||||[|  III 
Hinds-Madisonmaj^st^socia^i^" 
(601)362  8676.1 


For  aciditional  iriarmation  a 
the  diverse  neecl  of  multihou 
contact  Neron  Smith,  State  Con 
Missions  Extension  and  Associati 
Administration,  MBCB;  968-3800,  Fx 


JA  ,A 


f  MISSISSIPPI  RAm 


MISSISSIPPI  BAPTISTS 

who  are  involved  in  broadcasting  on 
radio,  television  or  cable,  and  those 
who  are  interested  in  getting  started 
in  these  areas 
are  invited  to  Join  us  in  the 

Eighth  Annual 
Mississippi  Baptists  In 
Broadcasting 
Workshop 

^  April  22-23,  1994, 
Calvary  BC,  Jackson. 


Call  the  Department  of  Broadcast  Servicer  at 
(601)968-3800,  ext.  3978. 


Letters  to  the  editor 


Bible^s  authority  key 

Editor: 

The  authority  of  Scripture  is 
critical  to  missioDS. 

For  a  moment,  imagine  your¬ 
self  entering  an  area  where  there 
has  been  no  previous  knowledge 
of  Jesus  Christ,  no  radio,  no  televi¬ 
sion,  absolutely  no  idea  of  who 
Jesus  is  nor  what  he  has  done.  You 
begin  to  share  but  it  is  not  long 
before  your  audience  is  asking 
about  the  source  of  your  knowl¬ 
edge.  At  this  point,  you  must 
explain  how  God’s  redemptive 
plan  is  outlined  in  a  divinely 
inspired  book,  and  because  of  that 
bo^’s  divine  nature,  its  authority 
is  above  all  other  books,  beliefs, 
prophets,  etc. 

As  a  Southern  Baptist  mission¬ 
ary  in  Africa,  my  conviction  is 
that  the  Bible  is  the  very  breath  of 
God. 

Recently  you  had  an  individual 
make  this  comment:  “If  a  semi¬ 
nary  professor  had  made  the  state¬ 
ment  Dr.  Criswell  made  about  the 
infallible  Bible  being  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  our  faith,  he  or  she  would 
likely  already  have  been  dismissed 
from  his  or  her  seminary  position 
for  heresy.”  If  that  be  the  case, 
then  my  position  may  be  in  trouble 
because  I  am  in  agreement.  In  the 
Bible  alone  we  are  able  to  learn  of 
God’s  redemptive  plan  and  under 
the  guidance  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we 
are  able  to  embrace  it  into  our 
lives. 

John  Calvin  said,  “Our  wisdom 
ought  to  be  nothing  else  than  to 
embrace  with  humble  teachable¬ 
ness  and  at  least  without  finding 
fault,  whatever  is  taught  in  sacred 
Scripture.” 

James  Boice  said,  “To  know 
God  we  must  be  taught  from  the 
Bible  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  only 


then  that  a  full  awareness  of  the' 
nature  of  the  Bible  and  its  audiori- 
ty  is  borne  home  upon  our  mirKls 
and  hearts,  and  we  find  ourselves 
taking  a  finn  stand  upon  that  cher¬ 
ished  revelatiorL  Our  pastors  here 
in  Zimbabwe  know  that  these 
words  are  crucial  to  a  sermon: 
“Bhaibheri  rinoti."  the  Bible  says. 

What  do  you  know  that  has  not 
come  from  Scripture? 

Jeffrey  R.  Pt^er,  missionary 

Harare,  Zimbabwe 

Return  “tainted”  funds 

Editor: 

The  Cooperative  Bt^tist  Fel¬ 
lowship  has  been  making  Baptist 
news  in  recent  months,  not  related 
to  the  many  exciting  things  hap¬ 
pening  in  t^  Fellowship,  but  tied 
instead  to  things  being  said  about 
us  by  trustees  of  Sou^m  Baptist 
Conventii^h  boards  and  institu¬ 
tions. 

Southern  Baptists  are  entitled 
to  know  how  much  “CBF  money” 
has  been  put  into  SBC  institutions. 
Since  the  Fellowship  was  orga¬ 
nized  in  May  1991,  many  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  and  individu¬ 
als  have  chosen  to  support  some 
SBC  causes,  especially  the  For¬ 
eign  and  Home  Mission  boards 
and  the  seminaries,  through  the 
Fellowship.  During  this  time, 
more  than  $8,773,000  has  been 
channeled  to  SBC  agencies  and 
institutions  through  the  Fellow¬ 
ship.  A  detailed  account  of  CBF’s 
stewardship  of  these  gifts  is  readi¬ 
ly  available  from  our  offices  in 
Atlanta. 

Of  late,  however,  trustees  of 
SBC  institutions  have  discussed 
openly  whether  or  not  they  will 
continue  to  receive  money  from 
CBF.  One  trustee  called  the  gifts 
sent  through  the  Fellowship  “taint¬ 


ed  money.”  We  believe  if  trustees 
want  to  declare  the  gifts  of  these 
Baptists  “tainted”  and  decide  to 
ref^  their  money,  that’s  the  trus¬ 
tees’  business.  But  they  should 
stop  saying  unkind  things  about 
the  Fellowship  and  those  perstMis 
who  have  given  to  their  institu¬ 
tions  through  CBF.  Furthermore, 
if  the  money  sent  through  Adanta 
is  somehow  “tainted”  in  1994, 
then  it  must  also  have  been  tainted 
in  1993  and  1992  and  1991.  If 
trustees  want  to  refuse  “tainted” 
gifts,  then  we  would  respectfully 
request  that  they  return  all  of  the 
fiu^  which  have  been  sent  to  the 
SBC  through  the  Fellowshq)  since 
1991.  While  they  go  al^ut  their 
business  of  firing  seminary  presi¬ 
dents  and  making  judgments  about 
tainted  money,  Aose  gifts  can  be 
put  to  good  use  in  support  of  the 
Fellowship’s  vision  of  ^obal  mis¬ 
sions,  theological  education,  other 
cooperative  ventures  among  free 
and  faithful  Baptists. 

Hardy  Qemons,  moderator 

Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Pastor  is  not  CEO 

Editor: 

“What,  therefore,  God  hath 
joined  together,  let  not  man  put 
asunder.”  How  many  times  have 
we  used  these  words  to  emphasize 
the  divine  leading  of  God  concern¬ 
ing  the  placement  of  couples 
together?  We  will  preach  until  we 
are  foaming  at  the  mouth  about  the 
evil  influences  that  cause  God’s 
unions  to  separate.  And,  at  the 
same  time,  have  the  gall  to  go  to  a 
fellow  ministerial  staff  member 
and  tell  them  that  they  are  fired  — 
a  fellow  staff  member  that  God 
has  placed  in  a  particular  place  of 
service! 


Beeson  Divinity  School  presents 


Dr.  Walter  C.  Kaisei;  Jr. 


C  1 1 1  111  .1 !  1  \ !  \  1 1 K  k  1 1  I  C  !  t  .1 1 1  '  I M  *  I '  I  t  " ;  .1 1  ■ :  i  :  1 1  .11 .  I  -  1  I ' ' 
I'l,  i>  I 1 1  I  11.  II  111  t:  11  I  th  ’  1  -  (  .111  it'  I i'  1  I  iin\  1 
Si’Miin.iiv  Smith  I  l.iiniltiii'  M.r-- 


Biblical  Studies  Lectures 

ARE  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT 
DOCUMENTS  RELIABLE? 


April  12  and  14 


For  information  write:  Dr.  Timothy  George,  Dean,  Beeson 
Divinity  School,  Samford  University,  Birmingham,  AL 
35229.  Telephone  Toll  Free 


l-800-888-82h('» 


Samford  Univenity  is  an  Equal  Opportunity  Institution  and  welcomes  applicabona  for  em¬ 
ployment  and  educational  programs  from  all  individuals  regardless  of  race,  color,  sex,  hand¬ 
icap,  or  national  or  edmic  origin. 


Samford^ 

University 

Birminghant,  Alabama  35229 


Certainly  a  marriage  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  for  life,  and  service  to 
a  particular  church  is  subject  to 
change  through  God’s  leadership. 
The  point  is  that  God  opens  doors 
for  service  in  certain  churches,  and 
it  should  be  him  who  leads  else- 
Wbeie.  When  a  pastor  wants  to  be 
the  “boss,”  in  the  name  of  “leader¬ 
ship,”  or  wants  the  right  to  fire 
people,  he  is  taking  the  leadetshq) 
away  from  God  replacing  it 
with  his  own  ego. 

Jesus  knew  what  Judas  was 
going  to  do,  but  did  not  even 
“fire”  him.  Jesus  let  Judas  end 
things  in  God’s  plan.  God  forgive 
the  egotistical  pastor  who  wants 
tiie  power  to  fire  other  staff  minis¬ 
ters,  and  God  forgive  the  churches 
who  would  call  such  a  person  and 
give  him  the  authority  to  uproot 
other  ministers  for  no  ungodly  rea¬ 
son. 

Lest  we  forget,  tiie  pastor  is  not 
the  CEO  of  a  corporation.  He  is  a. 
fellow  servant  with  the  other  staff 
ministers  and  with  the  people.  We 
are  all  called  to  serve. 

J.E.  Sims 

Columbus 

Church,  widow  grieve 

Editor: 

On  Thursday  morning,  Jan.  27, 

I  got  a  frantic  phone  c^l  from  a 
lady  in  our  church,  saying  that  her 
husband  Jack  had  been  shot  and 
that  be  was  lying  on  the  floor  and 
wasn’t  moving.  Two  young  men 
bad  broken  into  their  home,  while 
Evon  Thornton  (the  woman)  was 
there,  and  she  cdled  her  husband 
at  work.  Evon  locked  herself  in  a 
closet  and  her  husband  came  in  the 
back  door  which  had  been  kicked 
in  by  the  two  burglars.  He  saw  the 
men  and  asked  them  what  they 
were  doing.  Then  Evon  said  she 
heard  a  shot.  She  saw  one  of  the 
men  driving  away.  She  then  found 
her  husband  lying  on  the  floor 
with  a  chest  wound.  She  tried  to 
do  CPR,  then  she  called  the  ambu¬ 
lance. 

I  called  my  husband  (Sbarber 
Smith,  pastor  of  Shady  Grove  First 
Church,  Heidelberg)  at  a  Mobile, 
Ala.,  boi^ital,  and  told  him  the  sad 
news.  I  was  then  told  die  sad  news 
that  Jack  was  not  aMve.  We  tried 
to  comfort  Evon,  along  with  Stan¬ 
ley  Doggett,  who  went  with  us  to 
the  school  to  tell  her  tiuee  children 
(ages  16, 14,  and  9). 

Jack  Thornton  was  the  type  of 
deacon  every  pastor  dreams  about 
He  prayed  with  my  husband  alcmg 
with  the  other  three  deacons  every 
Sunday  morning  before  the  wor¬ 
ship  service.  >^en  church  was 
over,  he  turned  out  the  lights, 
turned  off  the  beat  or  air  condi¬ 
tioning,  picked  up  papers  off  the 
pews,  carried  out  the  garbage, 
worked  in  the  kitchen,  and  did  any 
other  cleaning  up.  He  tried  to  pre¬ 
vent  problems  from  happening  at 
the  church.  Jack  had  the  gift  of 
giving  arxl  was  always  generous  to 
visiting  evangelists  and  singing 
groups.  He  was  also  our  Sunday 
School  director.  Our  church  really, 
really  misses  him. 

Since  all  of  this  happened, 
Evon  has  wanted  to  do  something 


to  turn  this  tragedy  into  a  triumph 
and  do  something  that  would  be  a 
witness  for  Jesus. 

Please  pray  for  Jack’s  widow 
Evon  and  three  children:  Shaun, 
Sbae,  and  Shanna. 

Sally  Smith 
Heidelberg 

Young  toed  pairty  line 

Editor: 

Fourteen  years  ago  the  preach¬ 
ing  of  Ed  Young  was  among  the 
more  influential  factors  in  my 
development  as  a  young  Christian. 
Later,  as  I  committed  my  life  to 
the  service  of  Christ  and  bis 
church  on  a  vocational  basivi  had 
a  strong  desire  to  emulate  the 
unflincUng  integrity  in  ministry 
that  I  heard  being  prescribed  from 
the  puteits  of  men  like  Ed  Young, 
and  others  who  now  occupy  the 
institutional  boards  and  higher 
positions  of  leadership  within  our 
denomination.  * 

That  was  14  years  ago.  Times 
change,  people  change,  and  life 
goes  on.  Over  the  years  I’ve  come 
to  learn  that  slogans  and  shibbo¬ 
leths  can  be  effectively  used  to 
create  an  illusion  of  integrity.  I’ve 
also  learned  that  preachers  and 
religious  institutions  are  worthy  of 
respect  only  to  the  extent  that  they 
are  willing  to  demonstrate  the 
principles  and  ideals  they  claim  to 
represent. 

In  fairness  to  Young,  I  under¬ 
stand  that  an,  SBC  president  has 
little  control  over  the  actions  of  a 
duly-appointed  board  of  trustees 
like  the  one  currently  existing  at 
Southwestern  Seminary.  But  in 
light  of  the  reprehensible  rationale 
and  activities  which  led.  to  the 
recent  dismissal  of  Russell  Dilday 
as  president  of  that  institution,  I 
cannot  understand  the  lack  of 
intestinal  fortitude  that  would 
cause  an  SBC  president  to  main¬ 
tain  the  “party  line”  rather  than 
decry  the  hypocritical  nature  of 
such  activities. 

Nowhere  in  the  New  Testament 
can  I  find  an  example  of  Jesus 
‘*  ‘C!hnst  elevating  the  value  of  an 
institution  above  the  value  of  indi¬ 
vidual  human  beings. 

C.  Scott  Shaver,  pastor 
Rawls  Springs  Church 
Hattiesburg 


H5Tnnal  editor 
Forbis  sets 
retirement 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  —  Wesley 
L.  Forbis,  director  of  the  Baptist 
Sunday  School  Board’s  Church 
Music  Ministries  Department  and 
editor  of  The  Baptist  Hymnal, 
1991  edition,  , has  announced  his 
intention  to  take  early  retirement 
from  the  board,  effective  June  1. 

He  came  to  the  board  in  1981 
and  will  have  completed  13  years 
in  leading  the  department  that  pro¬ 
vides  church  music  services  and 
materials. 


rAMEi  g  pftr  I  a  l  Thursday.  March  24.  iy>4 


Just  for  the  Record 


The  Gospel  Messengers  will  observe  their  25th  anniversary  this  year. 
Singing  out  of  Rorence,  the  group  has  appeared  in  hundreds  of  concerts 
across  the  South. 


Missionary  News 


Mary  Jo  Stewart,  missionary 
to  Kenya,  is  on  the  field  (address: 
P.O.  Box  30405,  Nairobi,  Kenya). 
She  is  a  native  of  Caesar. 

Jason  and  Susan  Carlisle, 
missionaries  to  Uruguay,  are  in  the 
States  (address:  First  Baptist 
(Thurch,  4138  Main,  Zachary,  LA 
70791).  He  was  bom  in  Texas  and 
grew  up  in  Montevideo,  Uruguay, 
where  his  parents  served  as  mis¬ 
sionaries.  She  is  the  former  Susan 
Langston  of  Jackson. 

Clifton  and  Cathy  Curtis, 


Glade,  Laurel:  March  27-30; 
11  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Roy  Myers, 
Meadville,  evangelist;  Boyd 
Tweedy,  music;  Mike  Thompson, 
pastor. 

Terry  Road,  Jackson:  March 
27-30;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.- Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Marty  Wilson, 
pastor,  Lakeview  (Thurch,  Leland, 
evangelist;  James  Netherland, 
Terry  Road  (Thurch,  music. 

First  Church,  Kosciusko: 
March  27-30;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and 
7  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  noon  and  7 
p.m.;  evangelists  will  be  Mike 
Gilchrist  and  Steve  Sharp  of 
Shreveport,  La.;  Barry  C.  Corbett, 
pastor. 

Walnut  Grove,'  Walnut 
Grove;  March  27-30;  Sunday,  ser¬ 
vices  start  at  10:30  a.m.,  fellowship 
meal  after  services,  and  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  William  F. 
Warren  Jr.,  professor  of  New  Tes¬ 
tament  and  Greek  at  New  Orleans 
Seminary  and  a  former  missionary 
to  Colombia,  evangelist;  John  H. 
Pace  Jr.,  pastor. 

Beulah,  Inverness:  March  27- 
30;  services,  7  p.m.;  Morris  Jones, 
Winona,  evangelist;  John  (Carpen¬ 
ter,  Inverness,  music;  Robert 


missionaries  to  Burkina  Faso,  are 
on  the  field  (address:  BP  130 
Tenkodogo,  Burkina  Faso).  He 
was  bom  in  Greenwood  and  she, 
the  former  Cathy  Pratt,  in 
Batesville.  Both  consider  Winona 
their  hometown. 

Danny  and  Libby  Panter, 
Baptist  representatives  to  Eastern 
Europe,  are  on  the  field  (address: 
Krauskopfallee  39,  65388  WI- 
Schlangenbad-(3eorgenbom,  Ger¬ 
many).  He  is  a  native  of  Pas¬ 
cagoula,  and  she  is  the  former 
Libby  Wallace  of  Jackson. 


Ragland,  pastor. 

First,  Yazoo  City:  March  27- 
30;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  6  p.m., 
featuring  the  Lord’s  Supper  and 
tableau  of  ‘The  Last  Supper,”  a 
painting  by  Leonardo  da  Vinci; 
Mon-Wed.,  7  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Jimmy  D.  Porter,  McComb,  evan¬ 
gelist;  R.L.  and  Beth  Sigrest, 
Yazoo  (City,  music;  David  Raddin, 
pastor. 

New  Zion,  Crystal  Springs: 
April  10-13;  7  p.m.;  Bobby  WU- 
liamson,  Brandon,  evangelist; 
Barty  Poutxls,  Baton  Rouge,  La., 
music;  Leroy  J.  Brewer  Jr.,  pastor. 

Midway,  Vardaman:  Ap^  17- 
20;  7  p.m.  each  evening;  Dwight 
Brown,  Big  Creek,  evangelist; 
(Chuck  Shumaker,  pastor. 

First,  Polkville  (Smith):  March 
27-30;  Sunday,  1 1  a.m.  and  7  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Darmy  Lanier, 
Little  Rock,  evapgelist;  Gene  Reis- 
ter,  Jackson,  music;  Fred  Fowler, 
pastor. 

Cash  (Scott):  March  27-30; 
Sunday,  10:45  a.m,  and  1  p.m.; 
Moo.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Tom  Fox  Beth¬ 
lehem  (Scott),  evangelist;  Tim 
Beemon,  music;  Bob  Smith,  pastor. 


First  Church,  Winona, 
exceeded  its  Annie  Armstrong 
Offering  goal  of  $8,000  on  March 
6.  Total  amount  given  was  $8,403. 
John  L.  Walker  is  pastor. 

Rolling  Creek  Church,  Quit- 
man,  will  present  the  musical 
drama,  “The  Victor,”  Saturday, 
March  26  at  6  p.m.  and  Sunday, 
March  27  at  7  p.m. 

First  Church,  Pearl,  will  pre¬ 
sent  “God  So  Loved  the  World,”  a 
passion  play,  by  Camp  Kirkland 
and  Tom  Fettke,  on  April  2  anid  3 
at  7  p.m?'  For  ticket  information, 
call  (601)  939-4476. 

Homecomings 


Trinity,  Pearl:  March  27;  11 
a.m.  service;  covered  dish  in  fel¬ 
lowship  hall  at  noon;  2  p.m. 
singing;  David  Manasco,  Lavoca, 
Ala.,  guest  speaker;  Gates  of 
Heaven,  music;  Kenny  Goff,  pas¬ 
tor. 

Clarke  College 
sets  homecoming 

The  Oarke  College  campus  in 
Newton  will  once  again  resound 
with  voices  as  former  students, 
faculty,  staff,  and  friends  of  the 
former  Mississippi  Baptist  junior 
college  converge  on  the  campus 
for  a  homecoming  on  Saturday, 
May  14.  All  persons  who  live  with 
the  spirit  of  Clarke  College  in  their 
lives  are  encouraged  to  be  a  part  of 
this  event. 

Homecoming  will  begin  with 
registration/continental  breakfast 
at  9  a.m.  The  program  will  begin 
al  10:15  a.m.  in  the  former  Lott 
Fine  Arts  Building.  Tim  Johnson 
(Clarke  alumnus),  now  of  Poca¬ 
hontas,  Ark.,  will  lead  in  singspi- 
ration.  Qiff  Estes,  of  Shreveport, 
La.,  and  former  pastor  of  Calvary 
Church  in  Newton,  will  bring  the 
message. 

For  information,  call  Rickey 
McKay,  (601)  563-3984. 


SWBTS 

From  page  3 

—  Mississippi  pastor  Frank 
Pollard,  chairman  of  a  committee 
to  solicit  alumni  support  for  the 
seminary’s  $36  million  Vision  for 
Excellence  fund-raising  campaign, 
notified  the  seminary  Ik  could  not 
“in  good  conscience”  be  involved 
in  raiaiM  money  for  the  school  al 
presancf 

Pollaurd,  himself  a  former  semi¬ 
nary  president  and  longtime 
Southwestern  supporter,  said  he  is 
“not  stomping  out  forever”  but 
feels  “it  is  not  a  good  time  to  be 
asking  for  gifts  from  Southwestern 
alumni.” 

“1  am  personally  hurting 
because  a  friend  I  loved  has  been 
wronged,  the  seminary  abused, 
and  the  denomination  once  again 
embarrassed,”  said  Pollard,  pastor 
of  First  Bsqjtist,  Jackson. 

Earlier,  aerobics  doctor  and 
author  Kenneth  Cooper  resigned 
his  lifetime  membersUp  on  South¬ 
western’s  advisory  council, 
resigned  as  chairman  of  the  coun- 
cil’s  “Vision  for  Excellence” 
effort,  and  cancelled  his  $30,000 
pledge  to  the  campaign,  (hooper 
said  at  least  10  other  council  mem¬ 
bers  have  resigned. 

—  A  group^if  Southwestern 
alumni  in  Louisiana  called  for  the 
26  trustees  who  voted  for  Dilday’s 
firing  to  resign  or  be  dismissed. 
The  group,  which  included  three 
former  Southwestern  faculty  mem¬ 
bers,  called  the  firing  “malevolent, 
vicious,  vindictive,  blatantly  polit¬ 
ical,  and  unjustified.”  Noting  that 
Louisiana  is  home  to  881  South¬ 
western  alumni  and  almost  100 
current  students,  the  group  urged 
all  alumni  to  write  trustees  to 
express  their  outrage  at  the 
“oppre^ve  act  of  injustice.” 

—  Many  Baptist  churches  like¬ 
wise  passed  resolutions  protesting 
the  firing.  One  was  Fir.st  CTturch, 
Carrollton,  Texas,  where  South¬ 
western  trustee  and  Dilday  sup¬ 
porter  Wayne  Allen  is  pastor. 
Unless  Dilday  is  reinstated,  the 
church  —  which  gave  $236,000  to 
the  SBC  Cooperative  Program  in 
1993  —  “may  be  forced  to  a  des¬ 
ignation  of  those  Cooperative  Pro¬ 


You  know  what  makes  your 
church  special.  Does  your 
insurance  company? 

Over  6,600  Southern  Baptist  churches  know  that  Church  Mutual 
does.  Church  Mutual  believes  that  a  free,  on-site  insurance  inspec¬ 
tion  is  the  only  way  to  provide  a  policy  tailored  to  the  needs  of  each 
Southern  Baptist  church.,  .including  yours. 

This  free,  on-site  inspection  is  only  the  start  of  Church  Mutual’s 
personalized  service.  It  continues  with  fast,  fair  handling  of  claims. 
To  request  yoiir  free  insurance  inspection,  call  Church  Mutual’s 
Mississippi  office  toll-free  today  at  1 8(X)  525-4359. 


Revival  Dates 


gram  dollars,”  the  resolution  said. 
To  fail  to  lake  such  action  in 
protest  of  the  trustees’  firing 
“would  be  to  condone  their  con¬ 
duct,”  the  resolution  stated. 

—  Southwestern  students,  who 
were  on  spring  break  March  14- 
18,  met  March  21  to  decide  what 
respon.se  to  make  to  the  firing.  No 
one  anticipates  a  mass  exodus  of 
Southwestern  students  or  faculty. 

Not  everyone  sounded  a  nega¬ 
tive  note,  however. 

—  Trustee  secretary  T.  Bob 
Davis  of  Dallas,  who  voted  against 
Dilday,  said  Southwestern’s  “best 
days  are  just  around  the  corner. 
It’s  a  corner,  yes,  but  it’s  just  a 
comer.”  He  said  Southwestern  will 
find  a  new  president  who  has 
“great  academic  credentials,  great 
leadership  skiU,  and  has  the  pulse 
of  the  future  of  the  Southern  Bap¬ 
tist  Convention.” 

—  Dallas  pastor  Jack  Graham, 
whose  parishioners  include  adver¬ 
saries  Davis  and  Kenneth  Cooper, 
noted  Dilday  is  a  personal  friend 
and  “a  gentleman  with  a  Christ- 
like  spirit,”  but  he  added  Dilday 
and  the  trustees  were  in  an  “adver¬ 
sarial  relationship  ...  which  took  a 
natural  cpurse  in  the  termination 
''Irftbe-pf^ident.” 

Graham,  pastor  of  Prestonwood 
Church  —  one  of  the  SBC’s 
largest  —  acknowledged  his  sup¬ 
port  of- the  “conservative  resur¬ 
gence”  in  the  SBC  and  affirmed 
the  denomination’s  new  direction. 
Graham  preached  the  campus 
revival  at  Southwestern  last 
spring. 

Warner  is  editor,  Associated 
Baptist  Press.  This  story 
includes  information  from  the 
Texas  BAPTIST  STANDARD 
and  the  ForFWorth  STAR- 
TELEGRAM. 


Circuit  Rider  Records 


W.C.  Taylor  jr. 


member  of  the  National  Fellowship  of 
Baptist  Performing  Artists 


Latest  record  release,  "Go  Down 
Moses,"  #10  Jan.  -  #14  Feb.  -  #1 1 
Mar.  -  #7  Apr.  in  The  Gospel 
Voice  and  Music  City  News 
Cassettes  $8  +  $2  shipping 

Hardy  Station  Recording  Studio 
All  Digital,  State  of  the  Art  — 
Album  Packages,  Comp.  CDs, 
Great  Price  —  Record  your  album 
where  the  hits  are  made. 

"Circuit  Rider*  TV  show  WABG 
Greenwood  chan.  6,  7:30-8  a.m. 
Sun. 


For  studio  time  or  bookings: 
P.O.  Box  118, 
Grenada,  MS  38902 
Jackson  —  932-4954 
Grenada  —  226-7299 


Decreased  income  means 
HMB  budget  cuts  in  1995 


Purser  Bush  Day  was  held  at  First  Church,  Terry,  during  worship  ser¬ 
vices.  Bush  was  born  on  Oct.  28, 1908,  iicensed  to  the  ministry  on  Aug. 
21, 1937,  ordained  on  Dec.  24, 1939,  and  married  Florence  Inez  Myers  on 
Dec.  31, 1932.  He  served  as  pastor  of  11  churches  and  interim  at  three 
churches  in  Mississippi.  An  afternoon  reception  was  held  at  their  home. 
Pictured  from  left  are  daughter,  Elizabeth  Ann  Bush  Copeland;  sons,  Don¬ 
nell  Bush;  James  Bush,  and  Robert  Bush;  front  row,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bush. 

Retired  Southern  Baptist  mis-  Guiley,  Ala.,  were  appointed  mis¬ 
sionary  Mary  Hazel  Moon,  71,  sionaries  to  Brazil  in  1951  by  the 
who  served  in  Brazil  38  years,  died  Foreign  Mi^on  Board, 
of  cancer  March  10  at  her  home  in 

Huntsville,  Ala.  Moon,  the  former  Olan  Smith  is  available  for 
Mary  Hazel  Ford  from  Auburn,  supply.  His  address  is  Rt.  4,  Box 
Ala.,  and  her  husband,  Loyd,  from  19,  Eupora,  MS  39744. 


SEBTS  celebrates  $1  mil 
anon5mious  endowment 

WAKE  FOREST,  N.C.  (BP)  ymous,  expressed  gratitude 


Centreville  Church,  Centre-  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
vUle,  has  called  Willis  H.  “Bill”  and  New  Orleans  Seminary.  His 
Broadwater  as  previous  place  of  service  was 

pastor.  His  pre-  ^  ||  Kilmichael  (Thurch,  Kilmichael. 

vious  place  of  ^  ^  "A 

service  was  1  Michael  Memorial  Church, 

R  i  V  e  r  V  i  e  w  J  Gulfjport,  has  called  Matt  Smith 

Church,  Alex-  as  minister  of  students.  He  is 

andria.  La.  He  presently  a  student  at  Mobile  Uni- 

was  graduated  versity,  and  is  a  member  at  First 

from  New  Church,  Enterprise,  Ala.  D.  Craig 

Orleans  Semi-  JH  Conner  is  pastor  of  Michael 

nary  in  1982  _  .  ^  Memorial  Church, 

with  a  degree  in  Broadwater 

pastoral  ministries  and  from  MeadviDe  Church,  Meadville, 
Louisiana  College  in  1992  with  a  has  called  Chuck  McMinn  as 
B.A.  in  religion  and  a  minor  in  minister  of  music  and  activities 
psychology.  effective  March  7.  A  native  of  Itta 

Bena,  he  received  his  education  at 
Salem  Church,  Collins,  has  Holmes  Community  College  and 
called  Joe  Crout  as  pastor  effec-  Delta  State  University.  His  ptevi- 
tive  Jan.  23.  A  native  of  Raleigh,  ous  place  of  service  was  First 
he  received  his  education  at  the  Chui^  Lexington.  _ 


As  I  pray  and  ask  God  for  my  daughter-in-law  until  she  was 
something  I  hestitate,  thinking  I  hospitalized  for  drug  addiction, 
ask  too  much.  How  much  is  too  and  now  she  is  hostile  toward 
much?  me.  What  can  /  do  besides  pray 

for  her? 

God  continually  encourages 

us  through  Scripture  to  come  to  Keep  in  mind  that  when  deal- 
him  with  our  wants  and  needs,  ing  with  addictions,  you  are  deal- 

We  must  realize  that  God  is  not  ing  with  more  than  what  is  seen, 

like  us;  he  does  not  get  bored  Hostility  thrown  at  others  comes 

with  our  requests.  He  is  a  loving  from  a  wounded  individual.  A 

father  who  not  only  wants  to  hear  hurting  soul,  looking  for  security 

our  requests,  but  wants  to  fellow-  and  peace,  is  the  base  from  which 

ship  with  us.  Think  of  the  simple  hostility  is  launched.  Loved  ones 

“five  fingers  of  prayer.”  Your  often  attack  those  closest  to 

thumb  represents  praise  for  them.  Prayer  is  the  first  step. 

God’s  faithfulness,  availability.  Your  daughter-in-law  wiU  hope- 

and  love.  The  index  finger  re^-  -fully  continue  in  group  meetings 
seals  ttiaiiksgiving  for  what  God  or  siqiport  groups  as  an  outlet  to 
has  done.  The  third  finger  is  con-  express  her  hurt.  Continue  to 
fession  for  forgiveness  of  our  send  her  notes  of  encouragement 
sins.  The  ring  finger  represents  and  little  “happies,”  but  don’t 
intercession,  which  is  praying  expect  quick  changes  in  her 
for  others  like  family,  church'  response  to  you.  Remember  - — 
staff  members,  and  political  lead-  you  are  doing  this  for  the  Lord, 

ers.  The  little  finger  is  petition,  and  not  to  make  your  daughter- 

where  we  can  list  our  requests  in-law  happy.  Continue  to 

and  needs.  Prayer  from  this  per-  express  your  own  hurts  by  talk- 

spective  becomes  an  exercise  that  ing  to  t'.iose  you  trust,  or  by  writ- 
brings  delight  and  rejuvenation.  ing  down  your  hurts.  This  will 

help  you  keep  out  bitterness  and 
/  had  a  close  relationship  with  see  the  matter  as  it  really  is. 


Grolden  Triangle 
seeking  DOM 


DINO 

Contemporaiy 
Christian  Pianist 
in  Concert  at 


Resumes  are  being  received  for 
the  position  of  director  of  missions 
for  the  Golden  Triangle  Baptist 
Missions,  including  Clay,  Lown¬ 
des,  and  Oktibbeha  associations. 

Interested  persons  should  mail 
their  resumes  to  Jim  Yonge,  Gold¬ 
en  Triangle  Baptist  Missions,  560 
Willowbrook  Road,  Columbus, 
MS  39701. 


Baptist  Church 

Friday  April  1,  1994  7t30  p.m. 

located  on  Hwy  80  at  the  Pearl-Brandon  line 
ee  Admission  —  A  Love  Offering  will  be  taken 
Call  939-6282  for  more  information 
Bobby  Williamson,  pastor 


McDowell  Road  B.C 

lOTOM^DoweURd. 
Jackson,  MS  39204 
lot  free  ticket  information 
call  372-1594 


Scad  your  counaeiing  qucaUona  to  LlfeAnswers  c/o  The 
Baptist  Record,  F.O.  Box  530,  Jmckoon,  ns  39205-0530. 
Ftcuac  be  brief,  name  and  nddreaa  not  required.  Kememben 
In  tbne  ofcriala,  your  pmator  can  make  recorumendatltma  on 
your  coutraellng  needa. 


Kentucky  conference  examines 
issue  of  women  and  church 


LOUISVILLE,  Ky.  (ABP)  — ?  face  at  times,  Oduyoye  said. 
The  emerging  role  of  women  in  “there  are  churches  working 
the  church  poses  a  dilemma  for  toward  solidarity”  by  acting 
modern  Christians,  a  feminist  intentionally  with  women  con- 
theologian  said  at  a  conference  ceming  women’s  issues, 
on  women  and  the  church  in  Solidarity  wf'th  women 
Louisvillej  Ky.  requires  equal  p^^rticipation  in 

“What  the  church  is  going  church  leadership'  for  women  and 
through  now  is  what  Joseph  felt  men  and  greater  visibility  and 
like  when  he  discovered  Mary  respect  for  women  in  theological 
was  going  to  have  a  baby,”  and  spiritual  circles,  along  with 
Mercy  Oduyoye,  a  Methodist  emphasis  on  peace  through  jus- 
leader  from  Ghana,  said  at  the  tice  issues,  she  said. 

March  4-5  conference  at  Oduyoye  called  women  and 
Louisville  Presbyterian  Semi-  the  church  to  “enter  into  a  non- 
nary.  violent  revolution  to  end  domina- 

Joseph  lost  sleep,  doubted  the  tion  and  get  away  from  patriar- 
woiid  would  believe  Mary,  then  chal  structures.” 
tried  to  figure  out  a  way  to  end  The  other  keynote  speaker, 
their  engagement  without  causing  Letty  Russell,  professor  of  theol- 
her  public  disgrace.  But,  Oduy-  ogy  at  Yale  Divinity  School  in 
oye  said,  “God  asked  him  to  be  New  Haven,  Conn.,  said  women 
in  solidarity  with  Mary.”  and  men  truly  become  partners  in 

Modem  churches,  like  Joseph,  the  church  when  church  is  envi- 
are  asking,  “This  thing  with  .sioned  “in  the  round.” 
which  women  are  pregnant  —  is  She  used  the  metaphor  of  a 
it  of  God?”  she  declared.  round  tabfe*Tb  describe  her  vision 

Oduyoye  was  one  of  two  of  a  church  as  a  “community  of 
keynote  speakers  at  “Toward  faith  and  struggle.” 

Solidarity:  A  Conference  on  Church  in  the  round  pfesup- 
Women  and  the  Church.”  The  f)oses  equality  and  non-hierarchal 
conference  was  sponsored  by  a  leadership  and  emphasizes  advo- 
consortium  of  theological  schools  cacy  with  various  types  of  mar- 
in  Kentucky  and  Indiana.  ginalized  people,  including 

Although  a  member  of  the 
consortium.  Southern  Seminary 
did  not  help  sponsor  this  confer¬ 
ence.  Southern  Seminary  Presi¬ 
dent  A1  Mohler  withdrew  South¬ 
ern  Baptists’  support,  citing 
speakers  and  workshop  topics 
“slanted  in  a  very  radical  direc¬ 
tion.” 

Nevertheless,  of  250  total  par¬ 
ticipants  at  the  conference,  at 
least  100  were  affiliated  with 
Southern,  conference  leaders  esti¬ 
mated.  Several  Southern  faculty 
members  and  graduate  students 
were  involved  in  leadership  roles. 

Oduyoye,  who  is  active  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches, 
said  the  church’s  acceptance  of 
male  domination  obscures  the 
gospel  message.  “There  is  defi- 


women,  she  said. 

Three  types  of  liberation  com- 
munities  serve  as  models  of 
church  in  the  round,  Russell  said: 

—  Renewed  churches  retain 
traditional  buildings  and  denomi¬ 
national  structures  but  develop  a 
new  style  of  partnership  in  min¬ 
istry. 

—  Basic  Christian  communi¬ 
ties  —  small  grassroots  groups 
—  seek  to  unite  biblical  reflec¬ 
tion  and  worship  with  social 
analysis  and  action. 

—  Feminist  Christian  commu¬ 
nities  are  formed  by  women  and 
men  who  have  felt  dienated  from 
traditional  church  structures. 
They  seek  to  bring  feminist  per¬ 
spectives  to  mainline  churches. 

The  most  frequent  result  of 
these  communities  is  to  strength¬ 
en  the  church,  Russell  added. 

“They  are  seeking  ways  to  be 
fully  Christian,  connected  to  tra¬ 
ditions  (within  the  church)  and 
also  to  the  marginalized”  of  soci¬ 
ety,  she  said. 

The  overarching  goal  of  these 
groups  is  Galatians  3:28,  Russell 
said  —  “a  church  and  society 
where  there  are  no  longer  divi¬ 
sions  between  class,  race,  or  gen¬ 
der.” 


MISSISSIPPI  HUMOR  —  Southern  comedian  Jerry  Glower  speaks  at 
the  conference  for  the  Mississippi  River  Ministry  March  11-12  (S«e  relat¬ 
ed  story,  page  3).  The  project  targets  Christian  ministry  for  more  than  125 
counties  along  the  Mississippi  River.  In  its  first  18  months,  about  1,000 
Southern  Baptists  have  volunteered  for  more  than  65  ministries  in  the 
area.  Glower  said  he  has  seen  the  transforrhing  power  of  God.  “After  you 
get  folks  saved,  then  they  try  to  follow  the  Lord.  They  give  up  some  things 
that’s  been  putting  them  in  that  mess  in  the  first  place.”  (BP  photo  by 
David  Winfrey) 


Youth  broadcast  set  for  March  26 

”Sex,  Lies,  imd...  the  Troth,”  a  powerful  Focus  on  the  Fandly  tele¬ 
vision  fecial,  will  be  broadcast  Satunlay,  Mardi  26  at  6:30  p.m.  on 
WLBT-W,  Channel  3  in  JackstHt  Broa^oor  Onircfa,  Jadte^  and 
the  Christian  Action  ComlnissioD  (CAC)  of  the  Mi^iissippi  Biqpdst 
C^ventitn  are  sponsoring  the  broiufeast,  wfak:h  fesuuies  young  stars 
Kirk  Cameron  and  Chelsea  Noble  from  the  top-rated  family  sitcom, 
“Growing  Pains,”  along  with  aUiletes,  mteitainefs,  and  otiber  cdebri- 
ties.  Their  life-saving  message:  The  real  wimreis  in  life  ptactfee  self- 
coittrol  and  face  th^  future  withmu  guilt,  worry,  or  regret  Young 
viewers  come  face-to-face  with  young  pecple  gunbled  eveiy- 
Ihing  and  lost  —  victims  of  ui^anned  prwiancies,  sexually  transmit¬ 
ted  diseases,  and  AIDS.  Paul  Jcmes,  cAC  executive  director,  urges 


Position  Available: 

’Vice  President  for  Student  Afbits,  Wlfflams  Baptist  College 

Quellficallone:  minimum  of  a  master's  degree  in  ^ related  field  and  expe- 
rier>ce  in  administrative  arKf  student  service  areas;  excellent  skills  in  communica¬ 
tion,  interpersonal  relationships,  leadership,  management,  and  organization;  sup¬ 
port  of  the  College’s  mission  to  promote  Christian  liberal  arts  education;  and, 
commitment  to  the  Christian  faith  in  the  Southern  Baptist  tradition. 

Wljllame  is  a  four-year,  liberal  arts  college  of  approximately  600  students, 
owned  and  operated  by  the  Arkansas  Baptist  State  Convention,  arxl  is  located  in 
rural  Northeast  Arkansas. 

To  be  cofwidered  for  the  appointment,  candidates  should  submit  a  letter 
of  application,  a  current  vita,  and  a  list  of  five  references  by  April  8  to:  Dr.  David 
A.  Midkiff,  Search  Committee,  Vice  President  for  Student  Affairs,  Box  3536 
Williams  Baptist  College,  Walnut  Ridge,  AR  72476 


New  Orleans  trustees 
affirm  president,  staff 


RATE:  SO  cents  per  word,  $5  minimum.  Cash  with  order  except  on  contract 
advertising.  Indude  name,  address,  zip  code,  and  phone  number  in  word  count. 
No  blind  ads. 


BAPTISTRY/BATHTUB  REPAIR.  ORLANDO  CONVENTION  AR- 

Porcelain  or  fiberglass.  No  job  too  RANGEMENTS:  Wide  Choice  of 
large  or  small.  Statewide  service,  accommodations/shuttle  service. 
No  mileage  charge.  K&K  Bathtub  DIsney-Convention  combination 
Repair,  1642  Hwy  84E,  Laurel,  packages.  Discount  airfares  (New 
MS  39440;  1-800-349-2882.  Orleans:  $135)  CHRISTIAN 

TRAVELERS  1-800-972-8952. 

BIG  TOP  GOSPEL  TENTS,  all 

sizes.  Open  Air  Ministries.  (818)  HELP  WANTED.  Executive  sec- 
939-2239.  retary  to  pastor,  Northminster 

Baptist  Church.  Computer  skills 
CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS:  required.  SerKl  resume  to  North- 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For  minster  Baptist  Church,  Person- 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons  nel  Committee,  3955  Ridgewood 
Brothers,  P.O.  Box  1 86,  Meridian,  Road,  Jackson,  MS  3921 1 . 

Miss.  39301.  Since  1899.  Phone 

(601)693-4451.  GET  YOUR  ORIGINAL  songs 

transcribed  to  sheet  musici  Have 
your  poetry  set  to  music!  Accom¬ 
paniment  tapes  of  your  original 
work  also  available.  Call  Glenn 
Padgett  at  (601)  264-5924,  or 
write  to:  Custom  Creations,  4016 
1/2-B  West  4th  Street,  Hatties¬ 
burg,  MS  39401 .  Christian-owned 
and  operated. 


CHURCH  PEWS  & 
FURNITURE  CO. 


A  Cushions  A  Baptistries 
it  Steeples  ★  Renovation 
it  Pews  and  Pulpit 
Furniture 
(New  and  Used) 


ALL  NEW  CHAMPION  CRUSADER 

14  Passenger  Full  Size  Bus 
NO  CDL  REQUIRED 

Bus  Supply  Company 

Hwy.  98  East 

McComb,  MS  1  -800-748-8681 


FOR  BEST  SEATS  at  THE  PAS¬ 
SION  PLAY  in  Eureka  Springs, 
Ark.,  Reserve  Now  at  KELLER'S 
COUNTRY  DORM  RESORT  (For 
Groups  of  12  or  More)l  Just  $30 
Each  includes  Lodging,  Meals, 
Taxes,  &  BEST  ($12.50)  TICK- 
ETSI  Call  (501)  253-6418. 


-  Wallace  E.  Foy 

WATTS  1-800-898-0551 
Jackson  957-3762 


(601)  684-2900 


Uniform 

Delivered  from  sin 


By  Doug  Bain 
Romans  6 


Bible  Book 

Jesus,  the  good  shepherd 


By  Dan  Howard 
John  10 


Even  the  lesson  title  shows  an  inherited  emphasis  — 
delivered  “away  from.”  But-dehvered  to  what,  for  what? 
What  is  the  vision  that  would  animate  our  days  and  nights, 
what  is  the  feast  that  would  feed  our  starving  souls,  what  is 
on  the  horizon  that  could  transform  the  shqie  of  this  pil¬ 
grim  experience  of  “in  the  world  but  not  of  it?”  The  verses 
of  this  lesson  may  open  doors  onto  new  plateaus  of  Christ¬ 
ian  experience.  May  we  study,  wondering,  pondering. 

Raised  to  new  life  (w.  3-4).  The  text  suggests  to  us  that 
the  real  baptism  is  our  immersion  into  the  Christ  reality. 
Being  immersed  into  the  new  humanity  represented  in 
Jesus  Christ  is  a  dying  to  an  old  life;  it  is  laying  to  rest  an 
old  humanity.  And  equally  there  is  a  rai^g  to  new  life, 
rising  to  meet  the  cludlenges  of  the  new  humanity.  Water 
baptism  symbolizes  this  laying  to  rest  and  this  li^g  up  to 
new  life;  its  outward  activity  demonstrates  gnq}hically 
what  transpires  in  deep  interior  experience.  Ai^  in  the  lay¬ 
ing  to  rest  of  the  old  humanity,  we  participate  in  Jesus’ 
experience  of  being  dead  to  a  “^^oddly”  system  of  values. 
Ai^  as  his  resurrection  was  the  supreme  miracle,  so  our 
raising  and  rising  is  sheer  miracle! 

Dead  to  sin  but  alive  to  God  (w.  5-11).  The  way  that 
Jesus  carried  the  cross,  which  be  ^d  all  bis  life,  was  in 
being  crucified  to  the  rule  book  of  this  world.  He  played  by 
a  different  set  of  rules  —  all  his  life.  He  represented  and 
lived  the  new  humanity.  When  believers  today  “carry  the 
cross”  as  did  Jesus,  then  believers  today  are  “in  Christ,” 
united  with  him,  crucified  with  him  —  and  likewise  raised 
with  him  into  the  new  humanity.  The  Christian  who  has 
died  with  Christ,  who  participates  in  Jesus’  kind  of  being 
crucified  to  the  values  promoted  by  this  worid,  who  “in 
Christ”  lives  “with  Jesus,”  being  dead  to  sin,  this  Christian 
is  alive  to  God  and  in  fellowship  with  God. 

Christian  living  (vv.  12-14).  If  sin  rei^  in  one’s  mor¬ 
tal  body,  if  it  has  tte  power  of  determination,  what  is 
involved?  As  with  the  first  Adam,  one  is  suspicious  of 
God,  distrustful,  grasping  for  worth  and  value  in  one’s  own 
right,  seizing  control,  acting  out  of  the  false  pride  that  one 
knows  better  than  God  does,  following  every  self-con¬ 
ceived  avenue  available  to  adiieve  significant  status.  When 
sin  reigns,  we  have  taken  control  in  a  way  that  lets  our  sin¬ 
ful  nature  take  control  of  us.  The  text  challenges  us  to  sur¬ 
render  the  deep  self  to  God’s  control  and  not  to  sin’s  con¬ 
trol.  A  cosmic  struggle  for  control  is  being  played  out  in 
the  global  Superdome,  with  the  clash  of  wills  greater  and 
the  stakes  higher  than  we  can  possibly  imagine.  Rather 
than  living  as  does  the  first  Adam,  controlling,  grasping, 
and  suspicious  in  our  insecurity,  we  are  to  be  in  coopera¬ 
tive  relationship  with  the  Father,  bringing  “the  garden”  to 
its  full  creation  potential,  developing  and  enhancing  God- 
given  resources,  content  with  servant  status. 

The  gift  of  God  (vv.  20-23).  The  verses  are  well 
known,  the  sermon  is  famous:  “Payday  Someday.” -And 
accountabihty  is  decidedly  written  into  the  stnictures  of  the 
universe.  Sin,  in  whatever  form,  may  have  certain  employ¬ 
ee  benefits,  but  iii  the  retirement  program  it  finally  has  its 
backlash  —  it  cornet  back  in  on  us  with  all  its  accumulated 
fury.  The  benefits  sin  offered  are  lost  to  the  destructive 
payoff  it  finally  brings.  That  is  the  nature  of  sin  —  not  only 
is  it  rebellious  aiKl  distrusting,  it  is  self  destructive. 
Destruction  of  human  personality  is  written  between  the 
lines  of  sin’s  constitution  —  its  bylaws  spell  disaster,  all 
based  on  the  way  God  constituted  the  universe. 

But  Christian  good  news  is  not  only  about  deliverance 
from  being  victimized  by  sin’s  rule.  It  is  also  about  a  life 
restored  to  the  quality  it  was  created  to  have  in  God’s  orig¬ 
inal  intentions.  In  Clmst  we  are  redeemed  to  a  life  of 
incredible  quality  — .  cooperative  relationship  with  the 
Father,  “tending”  the  personal  and  physical  creation  in 
which  we  have  been  placed  as  “gaideners,”  Inin^g  all  of 
life’s  created  resources  to  full  potential,  to  maturity. 

No  longer  enslaved  by  self-riestructive  sin,  we  are  now 
free  to  participate  in  the  new  humanity  in  Christ  Jesus! 
“God’s  free  gift  is  eternal  life  in  union  with  Christ  Jesus 
our  Lord”  (TEV).  Not  only  delivered  “away  from”  —  also 
“delivered  for,”  to  be  what  we  were  created  to  be. 

Bain  is  professor  of  biblical  and  rdated  studies.  Blue 
Mountain  College. 


In  this  ch^er,  we  understand  that  Jesus  is  the  Good 
Shepherd  ana  we  can  trust  in  his  care  for  us.  In  verses  1-6 
Jesus  shared  the  parable  of  the  Good  Shepherd.  The  people 
did  not  understa^  foe  parable,  so  Jesus  t^gan  to  explain. 

Jesus’  application  of  the  parable  (w.  v-18).  Jesus  stat¬ 
ed  in  verse  7,  “I  am  foe  door  of  foe  sheep.”  During  the 
evening  hours  the  sheep  were  kept  in  a  sheepfold  or  pen. 
There  was  only  one  way  in  or  out  of  foe  sheepfold.  The 
shepherd  would  lie  across  the  opening,  thus  controlling 
who  entered  or  exited  the  sheepfold. 

In  verse  8  Jesus  refers  to  “all  who  came  before  me.” 

This  probably  refers  to  the  false  prophets  and  the  false  mes- 
siahs  who  preceded  Jesus.  This  may  also  refer  to  the  Jewish 
religious  leaders  who  had  rejected  him.  They  were  viewed 
by  Jesus  as  being  “thieves  a^  robbers.”  They  were  very 
self-centered  and  their  actions  destroyed  and  scattered  ^ 
sheep  rather  than  saving  and  unifying  the  flock.  The  true 
flock  of  God  would  not  respond  to  tte  voice  of  these 
thieves  and  robbers.  Sheep  know  the  voice  of  their  shep¬ 
herd  and  will  respcmd  only  to  his  voice. 

Jesus  describe  in  verse  9  that  he  is  the  door  through 
which  a  person  must  enter  if  be  desires  to  be  part  of  foe 
family  of  God.  Jesus  is  foe  door  or  foe  way  to  salvation. 

The  idea  of  “going  in  and  out”  was  the  way  of  describing  a 
life  that  is  absolutely  secure  and  safe.  As  ^leep  in  the  fold 
of  God,  we  will  not  only  find  a  place  of  refuge  but  also  a 
place  of  nourishment  a^  sustenance. 

In  verse  10  Jesus  contrasts  the  characteristics  of  the  | 
shepherd  with  that  of  the  thief.  The  thiefs  motives  are  self¬ 
ish.  He  comes  to  steal  what  does  not  belong  to  him.  In 
order  to  get  what  he  wants,  he  may  even  kill  in  the  process. 
The  final  outcome  is  that  be  destroys  the  flock.  Jesus  states 
that  he  has  come  for  the  purpose  of  granting  life.  He  came  , 
to  bring  “abundant  life.”  The  idea  of  abunfoint  means  over¬ 
flowing  all  the  edges.  The  picture  is  of  a  container  which 
has  an  endless  supply  flowing  into  it.  This  supply  flows 
continuously  to  the  point  of  overflowing  the  container. 

Only  when  we  live  with  Christ  in  our  lives  does  life 
become  abundant. 

In  verses  11-13,  Jesus  contrasts  foe  faithful  shepherd  and 
the  unfaithful  shepherd.  Jesus  stated  that  foe  faifotm  shep¬ 
herd  would  not  hesitate  to  risk  his  own  life  for  his  sheep, 
because  he  is  motivated  by  love  for  the  sheep. 

Jesus  refers  to  foe  unfaithful  shepherd  as  a  “hireling.” 

This  was  someone  who  did  not  own  the  sheep.  He  is  watch¬ 
ing  the  sheep  as  a  job  and  means  to  make  money.  If  a  wild 
animal  attacks,  the  hireling  forgets  about  the  sheep  and 
thinks  only  of  saving  his  own  life. 

Jesus  stated  in  verse  16  that  he  had  plans  (o  include  oth¬ 
ers  in  his  flock.  This  could  have  reference  to  Gentile 
believers  who  were  yet  to  be  won  to  Christ.  They  would  be 
part  of  one  united  flock  with  one  shepherd,  Jesus. 

Jesus  focused  on  his  death  in  verses  17  and  18.  He  stated 
that  he  would  willingly  lay  down  his  life  for  us.  No  orte 
forced  Jesus  to  die  or  took  hLs  life.  He  voluntarily  gave  his 
life  for  us. 

Jesus’  rdationship  to  his  sheep  (vv.  26-30).  Jesus  was 
teaching  in  the  temple  area  during  the  Feast  of  Dedication. 
The  Jews  asked  him  to  state  very  clearly  if  he  was  the  Mes¬ 
siah.  Jesus  stated  that  he  had  done  that  and  they  refused  to 
believe.  The  reason  the  Jewish  leaders  did  not  believe  was 
because  they  did  not  belong  to  Jesus. 

When  we  belong  to  Jesus  and  follow  him,  notice  the 
promises  given  to  us.  First,  he  gives  us  eternal  life  (v.  28). 
Eternal  hfe  is  more  than  quantity  of  life.  It  speaks  of  the  ' 
quality  of  life  only  Jesus  can  give.  Second,  we  are  promised 
we  shall  never  perish.  This  does  not  mean  we  will  never 
die,  but  it  means  we  will  not  die  eternally.  A  third  promise 
is  no  one  shall  snatch  them  out  of  my  hand.  This  iiidicates 
that  our  continuance  in  eternal  life  does  not  depend  upon 
our  holding  to  Christ,  but  on  his  stronghold  upon  us. 

Jesus  stated  in  verse  28  that  God,  his  Father,. bad  given 
us  to  him.  When  we  are  in  the  haixls  of  Jesus,  we  are  also 
in  the  hands  of  God  the  Father  because  they  are  one.  The 
fact  that  God  and  Jesus  are  identical  in  purpose,  will, 
power,  etc.,  guarantees  the  security  of  every  believer. 

Howard  is  pastor,  Woodville  Church,  Woodville. 


Life  and  Work 

After  the  cross,  a  Savior! 


By  Billie  Buckley 
Luke  23 


What  does  Jesus’  death  on  foe  cross  mean  in  my  life? 

To  me  it  means  that  when  my  mother  died  of  a  stroke 
two  months  ago,  I  could  write  from  foe  ICU  waiting  room 
in  the  form  of  a  prayer: 

“Father,  I  just  read  in  this  Gideon  Bible  where  Jeremiah 
was  put  in  a  dark  dungeon,  and  some  men  came  with  cords 
to  remove  him  from  foe  dungeon.  I  ask  you  to  reinove  my 
mother  with  cords  of  love  from  foe  darkness  she  is  in.  TsJce 
her  home  to  be  with  you  or  leave  her  here  for  us  to  care  for. 

I  know  I  can  never  say,  ‘Thy  will  be  done’  until  I  can  say, 
‘It’s  okay  whatever  you  decide.’” 

Her  greatest  desire  was  to  survive  her  first  stroke  four 
months  ago  and  hold  her  twin  great-grandsons.  She  got  to 
do  that.  I  got  to  hold  them  before  we  went  into  the  ICU 
room  for  foe  last  time  to  bold  her  hand  and  say  goodbye 
and  again  to  bold  them,  as  we  as  a  family  look  forward  to 
the  firture. 

I  don’t  think  that  was  the  end  of  her  story  —  only  a  new 
beginning.  That  “experience”  verified  all  that  we  as  Chris¬ 
tians  believe.  And  what  do  we  as  Christians  believe?  We 
have  a  Savior,  who  through  his  death  on  foe  cross,  provided 
salvation  for  those  who  believe.  This  is  our  Scripture  focus 
for  today. 

Focusing  on  his  first  words  from  the  cross  (w.  33a, 

34).  His  very  first  words  from  foe  cross,  one  of  the  most 
painfiil  methods  of  torture  ever  devised,  were  for  others  and 
their  need  of  forgiveness. 

I  keep  bearing  the  words  of  an  old  hymn  today:  “Others, 
Lord,  yes,  others  —  let  ftiis  my  motto  be.  That  even  when  I 
kneel  to  pray,  my  prayer  shall  be  for  others.” 

We  never  sing  that  song  anymore.  That’s  sad,  because  it 
is  a  beautiful  song.  Even  sadder,  though,  is  the  fact  that  we 
don’t  practice  our  Lord’s  example  and  pray  for  others  and 
their  needs. 

Focusing  on  those  around  the  cross  (w.  35-38).  Those 
around  the  cross  focused  on  Jesus  in  various  ways  —  they 
watched,  sneered  at,  or  mocked  him.  AU  were  inappropri¬ 
ate. 

Today  persons  stiU  respond  to  the  death  of  Christ  in 
inappropriate  ways.  iniqrpropriate  way  is  to  ignore 
him.  Why  do  we  do  this?  We  can  become  too  occiq>ied 
with  foings  of  this  world,  or  we  may  be  running  away  from 
God’s  plan  or  appointments  for  us. 

What  is  the  a^ropriate  response  that  we  should  focus 
on?  The  appropriate  response  is,  “It’s  not  my  brother,  it’s 
not  my  sister,  but  it’s  me,  oh.  Lord,  starKiing  in  need  of 
you.” 

Focusing  on  his  forgiveness  of  a  sinner  (vv.  39-43). 

One  of  the  two  thieves  being  crucified  with  Jesus  rebuked 
the  other  one  for  mocking  Jesus.  He  then  asked  Jesus  to 
remember  him.  Jesus  forgave  him  and  saved  him  because 
this  thief  believed  in  him. 

Remember  this  too:  there  is  no  such  thing  as  God  over¬ 
looking  sin,  therefore  since  he  does  forgive,  there  must  be  a 
reason  why  be  can  do  so. 

The  cross  is  that  reason.  The  only  ground  on  whicfi  God 
can  forgive  us  is  the  death  of  Christ  on  the  cross,  because 
that  is  where  his  holy  Son  took  upon  himself  our  sinfiil 
nature.  God  can  reinstate  us,  the  unholy  ones,  back  into  his 
favor  by  putting  in  us  a  new  disposition.  This  is  the  greatest 
miracle  ever  performed. 

Focusing  on  commitment  to  his  heavenly  Father  (w. 
44-46).  Our  Lord  in  his  agony  was  devoted  to  God’s  pur¬ 
pose.  The  supreme  obedience  of  Jesus  was  not  primarily  to 
the  needs  of  men,  but  always  to  do  the  will  of  lus  Father. 

This  commitment  is  available  to  us  today  through  the 
Holy  Spirit  of  God.  When  be  comes  in  aixl  energizes  a  {ar¬ 
son’s  free  will,  that  person  is  in  turn  able  to  do  God’s  will. 

Jesus’s  death  on  the  cross  is  our  most  perfect  example  of 
one  who  focused  on  God’s  plan  for  his  life.  I  no  longer  call 
him  Creator,  I  call  him  Savior.  , 

Buckley  is  a  member  of  Petal-Harvey  Church,  Petal. 


Not  just  for  big  business  — 

Mergers  breathe  life  into  churches 


By  Ronnie  MitcheU 

Mergers  are  normally  associat-  Answers  may  be  found  through 
ed  with  big  busipess,  but  the  consideration  of  a  merger  with 
mergers  may  be  a  big  business  another  church.  Doors  to  the 
word  for  church  in  the  future.  A  future  were  opened  through  a 
recent  example  in  North  Missis-  merger  for  Graceland  Church, 
sippi  may  help  set  the  stage  for 

other  churches  to  follow.  A  fiinny  thing  happened  on  the 

Graceland  Church  in  Memphis  xA-way  to  the  Southern  Baptist 
had  been  a  strong  church  for  Convention.  I  spoke  to  John 
years,  with  strong  leadership,  but  a  McBride  of  Memphis,  Shelby 
changing  community  resulted  in  a  Association’s  executive  director, 
declining  membership.  Innovative  about  Graceland ’s  desire  to  merge 
ministries  to  reverse  the  trend  with  a  church  in  areas  they  were 
were  implemented,  but  with  little  considering, 
success.  At  the  convention  McBride  saw 

Finally,  not  without  regret,  the  an  old  friend,  Armond  Taylor, 
leadership  of  the  church  men-  pastor  of  Summerwood  Church  in 
46ned  the  “R”  word  (relocation),  Olive  Branch.  Taylor  was  plan- 

which  had  heretofore  been  unmen-  ning  retirement  in  a  few  years  and 
tionable  in  leadership  meetings,  was  concerned  about  the  future  of 
Initially  the  church’s  options  were:  Summerwood.  Summerwood  was 
(1)  stay  as  they  were,  (2)  merge,  started  10  years  ago,  and  in  recent 
(3)  relocate.  months  had  struggled  because  of 

“But  how  can  we  relocate?’’  its  small  membership,  financial 
they  asked.  “There  is  no  place  to  obligations,  and  a  highly  competi- 
go.  There  are  already  too  many  tive  church  environment, 
churches  in  the  areas  being  consid-  A  seed  was  planted.  A  short 
ered.  Our  membership  has  declined  time  after  the  convention  a 
and  the  cost  of  buildings  and  prqT-  meeting  was  arranged  by 
eity  are  just  plain  out  of  sight.’’  McBride  with  John  Perkins  of 

These  questions  are  being  Hernando,  Northwest  (Missis- 
a^ed  by  many  churches  in  transi-  sippi)  Association’s  director  of 
tion  throughout  our  convention^  missions,  and  key  leaders  from 


RECEIVING  “ilOPE  IN  CRISIS 


put  the  future  over  their  person«d 
desires. 

The  staffs  could  have  refused  to 
cooperate  and  watched  their 
churches  become  more  and  more 
ineffective.  Instead,  they  were 
willing  to  cooperate. 

The  most  important  coopera¬ 
tion  is  the  ongoing  cooperation  of 
both  churches  with- the  Holy  Spir¬ 
it.  God  is  blessing  a  new  church, 
with  a  new  identity,  a  new  vision, 
and  a  new  name.  God  is  blessing 
Gracewood  Church,  the  end  result 
of  a  corporate  merger. 

Merging  may  well  be  big  busi¬ 
ness  for  churches  in  the  future. 
Cooperation  is  the  key  to  a  corpo¬ 
rate  merger,  but  who  knows  more 
about  cooperation  than  Southern 
Baptists? 

Mitchell  is  pastor  of  Grace- 
wood-Chnrch 


u  .  .  «  Hundreds  of  California  earthquake  UrffGU.  LO  JIGID  (.yrlTlSLV 

victims  who  visited  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief  feeding  units  received  v>'xxx  xo  vy 

copies  of  the  “Hope  in  Crisis”  pamphlet  recently  introduced  by  the  Broth-  •  •  i 

erhood  Commission.  Mississippi’s  disaster  relief  team  and  its  18-wheel  prGIlllGr.  861*168  8116666(1 
mobile  kitchen  prepared  over  100,000  meals  for  people  in  the  stricken  ^  xav^x,  ov^x  x^o  oiAVV/CCVA 

area.  This  woman  and  her  child  were  at  Shepherd  of  the  Hills  Church  in  LOS  ANGELES  (BP)  —  Chris-  nicatiwis  Commission,  Lester  said. 
Porter  Ranch,  Calif.  “Hope  in  Crisis”  was  developed  to  meet  the  unique  ‘‘“s  should  write  letters  to  CBS  also  could  play  a  key  role  in  mak- 
needs  of  volunteers  providing  spiritual  counseling  during  disasters.  (BP  voicing  appreciatioo  for  the  show,  ing  sure  “G^sty”  and  other  such 
photo  by  Ken  Touchton)  “Christy,”  and  encouraging  Holly-  programs  get  a  chance. 

_  wood  to  offer  more  family  enter-  The  address  is:  Federal  Com- 

X/l  Q  TYI  ”c!  TVl  Q  v*lr'/^‘4-ci  tainment,  said  Tom  Lester,  for-  munications  Commission,  Mass 

▼  j-^l/lxdxxl  o  lllctx  merly  of  Laurel,  whose  most  Media  Bureau,  2025  M  St.,  N.W., 

memorable  role  was  “Eb”  on  Washington,  DC  20554. 

Vi  “9;®en  Acres.”  Lester  is  a  member  The  letters  can  include  such 

Ol/Op  dL  LJl16  CxllUrCll  doors  of  shepherd  of  the  HmsChurch,  a  information  as: 

Southern  Baptist  congregation  in  —  Your  reaction  to  “Christy.” 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)  —  For  now,  it’s  still  very  illegal  (for  Porter  Ranch,  Calif.  The  kind  of  family  entertain- 

Improved  relatioi^  between  Viet-  foreigners)  to  do  religious  work  in  “Christy”  is  based  ot  the  best-  ment,  values  and/or  role  models 

nam  and  the  United  States  have  the  country.”  selling  novel  by  the  late  Christian  you  want  to  see  more  of  on  TV. 

opened  doors  to  markets  —  but  not  Government  restrictions  bar  for-  author  Catherine  Marshall  and  will  The  book,  Christy,  now  in  its 
churclres.  eigners  from  starting  churches  or  premiere  after  “60  Minutes”  Sun-  84th  printing,  has  sold  more  than  8 

“Vietnam  is  a  country  that’s  run  evangelizing,  but  opportunities  do  Jlay,  April  3.  Six  one-hour  million  copies  worldwide  since  it 
with  tighter  controls  on  religion  exist  for  Christians  to  work  legally  “Christy  episodes  will  be  aired  on  was  first  published  in  196.7. 

than  China,”' said  a  Christian  in  the  country.  American  Chris-  subsequent  Thursday  evenings.  The  TV  version  will  feature 
observer  who  regularly  works  in  tians  teach  English  as  a  second  Ian-  Check  Wal  listings.  Kellie  Martin  as  “Christy,”  along 

Vietnam.  “It’s  too  early  to  tell  guage  in  universities,  work  in  agri-  Letters  should  be  addressed  to:  with  veterans  Tyne  Daly  and  Tess 

what  all  will  change  as  Vietnam  cultural  development  projects  and  .Jeff  Sagansky,  President,  CBS  Harper.  Martin  is  best  known  for 
opens  to  the  United  States.”  o^r  medical  treatment.  Entertainment,  c/o  CBS  TV  CITY,  her  role  as  “Becca”  on  the  former 

When  the  South  Vietnamese  In  seeking  an  end  to  the  United  Los  Angeles,  CA  9(X)36.  ABC  family  series  “Life  Goes 

government  fell  to  the  communists  States’  19-year-old  trade  embargo  Letters  to  the  Federal  Commu-  On.” 

19  years  ago,  35  Southern  Baptist  —  which  was  lifted  by  the  Clinton 

missionaries  arxl  journeymen  were  administration  Feb.  3  —  the  Viet- 

working  with  nearly  50  churches  namese  government  released  a 

and  congregations.  Today  only  one  number  of  Christian  leaders  frwn 

Baptist  church  exists  in  the  coun-  prisoa  And  in  recent  months,  Viet- 

try:  Grace  Baptist  Church  in  Ho  namese  officials  have  allowed 

Chi  Minh  City,  formaUy  Saigon.  local  Christians  to  begin  importing 
Hanoi’s  tight  controls  on  reli-  from  10,000  to  12,000  Bibles  a 
gioo  aren’t  likely  to  change  signifi-  year. 

cantly  despite  market  reforms,  said  Government  officials  also  have 
the  observer,  who  rer^uested  given  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
anonymity.  Stijl,  restrictions  on  permissioo  to  begin  prirKing  Bibles 
religidus  freedom  have  cased  ‘  inside  Vietnam  —  the  first  such 
somewhat  in  the  past  year.  permission  in  20  years. 

“We’re  seeing  changes  in  Viet-  “Of  course  the  country  could 
nam  because  of  the  gradual  nor-  use  1  million  copies,  but  this  is 
malization  of  relations  with  the  nevertheless  progress  that  Chris- 
United  States,  but  it’s  far  from  tians  can  build  on,”  the  observer 
clear  what’s  to  come  in  Vietnam,  said. 
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PAJMK  TUZ,  GTJ  EK  YNGRR  TUZ  HK  PAJMKJ: 

lUTJKST  TUZ,  GIT  EK  YNGRR  TUZ  HK  lUTJKSTKJ: 

LUXMOBK,  GTJ  EK  YNGRR  HK  LUXMOBKT: 

RAQK  YOD:  ZNOXZE-YKBKT 

Have  fun  voith  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible  knaudedge.  A  King 
James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  encoded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same 
letter  is  substituted  throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer 
to  last  wedc's  puzzle:  Matthew  Txoenty-Five:  Thirty-Four. 
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